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The third year of the Tobacco Endgame CRE continued at full-speed with major

tobacco control policy activity occurring in Australia and internationally. The federal

tobacco control policy reforms announced in 2022 will now be rolled out through the

new Public Health (Tobacco and Other Products) Bill 2023 and Regulations. In

Queensland, amendments to the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Act 1998 have

extended smokefree spaces and will implement a tobacco retailer licensing scheme.

This leaves only Victoria and New South Wales without retailer licensing. National

reforms to the regulation of vaping products were also passed and are starting to be

implemented, including the ban on importation of disposable vaping products. 

Disappointingly, there was a major setback in Aotearoa-New Zealand with a change

in government in 2023 bringing an the announcement in November that the country’s

world-leading smokefree law would be repealed as part of a political deal to form a

coalition government. There has been strong criticism of this announcement from the

international public health community, petitions, advocacy activities, local rallies and

demonstrations opposing the repeal of the Smokefree Environments and Regulated

Products (Smoked Tobacco) Amendment Bill. CRE researchers demonstrated that the

costs of implementing the smokefree law would be highly manageable for the

government and would return large health and economic benefits to citizens in a

highly pro-equity way. However, the new government has justified the repeal for the

purpose of funding income tax cuts for middle and higher income earners from the

tobacco taxes that would not be collected if people quit smoking as anticipated in

response to the new measures.  

In other international news, the UK’s plan to implement a smokefree generation law

was announced in November 2023 and included a public consultation on tobacco

and vaping policy reforms. Advocacy for the policy is also occurring in Canada.

Furthermore, forward-looking measures (e.g., smokefree generation policy) and

tobacco product regulation (e.g., denicotinisation of tobacco products) and forward-

looking measures, as part of discussions on how to progress FCTC Articles 9 and 2.1

have been scheduled for discussion at COP10. COP10 marks two decades since the

FCTC commenced and will take place in Panama in February 2024. Several CRE

researchers will be in attendance.

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r7083
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r7083
https://consultations.health.gov.au/phd-tobacco/public-health-tobacco-and-other-products-regulatio/
https://www.croakey.org/new-government-in-aotearoa-new-zealand-launches-attack-on-public-health/
https://www.croakey.org/new-government-in-aotearoa-new-zealand-launches-attack-on-public-health/
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/thousands-lives-and-billions-dollars-be-saved-smokefree-bill-passing
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/thousands-lives-and-billions-dollars-be-saved-smokefree-bill-passing
https://www.phcc.org.nz/briefing/new-study-going-smokefree-major-economic-gains-nz-society-manageable-costs-government
https://blogs.bmj.com/tc/2023/11/27/thank-you-for-smoking-new-aotearoa-new-zealand-government-ditches-history-making-smoke-free-plan-to-fund-tax-cuts/
https://news.cancerresearchuk.org/2023/11/07/kings-speech-tobacco-and-vapes-bill-age-of-sale/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/creating-a-smokefree-generation-and-tackling-youth-vaping
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/canada-smoking-age-law-ban-new-zealand-1.7042670
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240077164
https://fctc.who.int/convention/conference-of-the-parties/sessions/tenth-session-of-the-conference-of-the-parties
https://fctc.who.int/convention/conference-of-the-parties/sessions/tenth-session-of-the-conference-of-the-parties
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The Centre of Research Excellence on Achieving the Tobacco Endgame is supported by
NHMRC grant GNT1198301. The contents of this Annual Report are solely the responsibility of
the Tobacco Endgame CRE and do not reflect the views of NHMRC.

The CRE has been highly successful in supporting capacity building in tobacco control

research. We celebrated a successful PhD conferral and two more PhD students have

finished their thesis write-ups. In 2023, we also welcomed five new higher degree

research students to the CRE, who are working on multidisciplinary projects related to

smokefree housing policy, tobacco industry litigation, international case studies of

commercial tobacco sales interruptions, co-designed tobacco policy reforms in

Australian First Nations communities, and Australia’s illicit tobacco market. Several

CRE early-to-mid-career researchers obtained significant funding, including NHMRC

and MRFF grants to support their research. We also provided research and research

translation experience to many coursework students completing a variety of programs.

Major systematic reviews to inform the World Health Organization’s first clinical

guidelines on tobacco treatment were also a major project. Visits from international

researchers were also a highlight. These have translated into longer term

collaborations.

Our fourth year is already looking to be another big year with many current projects

generating outputs, several new projects commencing in the new year, and multiple

new research students commencing their PhD journeys. In addition to supporting

research training, the CRE remains committed to generating, synthesising and

disseminating evidence to inform tobacco control policymaking that aims to

accelerate the end of the tobacco smoking epidemic in Australia and other countries.

For more details of our outputs this year, please read on!
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Investigator Meeting

> $ 14.6m
 in new Research

Funding

141
Peer Reviewed

Publications

> 230 
Conference

Presentations and
Workshops

20
CRE members received
Awards & PromotionsMedia Mentions

19 Media Interviews

> 60

Submissions16
Hearings &
Roundtables7
Reports5

2023 SNAPSHOT
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10 Chief Investigators
10 Associate Investigators
 3 Professional Staff 
18 Postgraduate Students
40 Affiliates

Webinars17
Podcasts6
Blog Articles28

Annual Symposium

1
1
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Technology
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A/Prof Hua Yong
Deakin University
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A/Prof Henry Marshall
The University of Queensland

Dr Alice Sykes
The University of Queensland

Dr Joshua Trigg
Flinders University 

Dr Kristen McCarter
The University of Newcastle

Dr Lavender Otieno
Flinders University
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Alice Holland
Research Administration Officer
The University of Queensland

Dr Julia Groening
Senior Administration Officer
The University of Queensland

Jo Macri
Research Program Manager

The University of Queensland

Visiting Academics
The Tobacco Endgame CRE hosted two visiting academics in 2023 who joined the CRE as affiliates. 

Dr Al Asyray joined Prof Coral Gartner's team for the month of June. Al is a Lecturer
and Assistant Professor at the Department of Environmental Health at Universitas
Indonesia. Al's research aims to measure and address the issue of cigarette butt litter
in Indonesia, and provide evidence for tobacco excise earmarking for the
environment. The CRE is looking forward to continued research collaborations with Dr
Al Asyray and his colleagues at Universitas Indonesia through the successful UQ
Global Strategy and Partnerships Seed Funding Scheme. This scheme aims to
foster global collaborations between universities and is led by Dr Kylie Morphett for
the project Addressing the global environmental impact of cigarette butt litter.

Dr Heewon Kang from Seoul National University joined the Tobacco Endgame CRE in
February for a twelve-month period. Heewon has summarised her experience and
research focus below:
For the past ten months, I’ve had the privilege of working alongside the incredible
team at Tobacco Endgame CRE. We’ve collaborated on research projects, such as
identifying public support for tobacco endgame policies, establishing evidence to
restrict tobacco retailers, and assessing the effectiveness of smoking cessation
interventions. The team’s strong vision, leadership, and positive atmosphere have
made this research journey incredibly enriching. Beyond research, the warmth and
support of my colleagues have been instrumental in helping me settle into a new
country - a kindness for which I’m profoundly grateful. I look forward to our ongoing
collaborations and the opportunity to further contribute to the impactful work within
the Tobacco Endgame CRE. Thank you, everyone!
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CRE and Synergy Investigator Meeting
Chief and Associate Investigators from the Tobacco Endgame CRE and the Interdisciplinary Tobacco
Endgame Research Network (INTER-NET NHMRC Synergy Grant) held a face-to-face meeting on 30
May 2023. The Chief and Associate Investigators reviewed progress to date, discussed future
collaborations and planned the next steps to ensure synergy between the two grants. Outputs
authored by CRE members were mapped to the CRE’s objectives identifying future work and setting
priorities for the years to come. During the meeting, the Career Development Committee (CDC)
provided an update on the composition and status of the CDC, noting current focus on helping Early
Career Researchers and PhD Students to find opportunities to focus on knowledge translation and
impact activities and to identify ways to further round out their research track records. 

The Interdisciplinary Tobacco Endgame Research Network
The Interdisciplinary Tobacco Endgame Research Network (INTER-Net) commenced in 2023 with a
budget of $5 million over five years. This multidisciplinary research program, funded by an NHMRC
Synergy grant, examines promising new approaches to minimising smoking in Australia using methods
from epidemiology and applied statistics, health policy, law, the social sciences, and economics. It
connects the CRE to a greater range of national and international collaborators from New Zealand,
Canada, the Netherlands, the UK and the US to generate new impactful co-designed empirical
research supporting the existing and future work of the CRE.

Associate Investigators: 
Prof Tony Blakely - The University of Melbourne
Prof Paul Scuffham - Griffith University
Dr Jeffrey Drope - University of Illinois at Chicago
Prof Ann McNeill - King‘s College London
Dr Andrew Hyland - Roswell Park Cancer Institute
Prof Richard Edwards - University of Otago
A/Prof Radha Ivory - The University of Queensland
Prof Billie Bonevski - Flinders University
Prof Lucie Rychetnik - The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre
Dr Eloise Howse - The Sax Institute

The grant is led by Prof Coral Gartner. Other Chief Investigators include: 
Prof Geoffrey Fong - University of Waterloo
Prof Janet Hoek - University of Otago
Prof Brigit Toebes - University of Groningen
A/Prof Gary Chan and Dr Kylie Morphett - The University of Queensland
Dr Daniel Erku and Prof Joshua Byrnes - Griffith University
A/Prof Marita Hefler - Menzies School of Health Research
Prof Ron Borland - The University of Melbourne
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Forthcoming 2024 SRNT-Oceania Conference and Tobacco
Endgame CRE Annual Symposium
The Tobacco Endgame CRE and The University of
Queensland will be hosting the 2024 SRNT-Oceania
Conference on 30 May 2024, followed by the CRE Annual
Symposium on 31 May. This dual event coincides with World
No Tobacco Day. Four keynote speakers from New Zealand
will share their views on the history of the 2025 Action Plan,
the announced repeal and what the next steps are for
progressing the Smokefree Aotearoa goal. 

The conference and symposium will be preceded by the
second meeting of all Tobacco Endgame CRE and INTER-
NET Chief and Associate Investigators who will come
together to plan research activities for 2024-2027.

The CRE Annual Symposium was held on 31 May, coinciding with World No Tobacco Day. The Hon Mark
Butler provided his vision for tobacco reform with keynote speakers Richard Edwards, Ray Lovett and
Janet Hoek respectively providing insight into the Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 Action Plan; issues
related to incrementalism and social justice associated with Australia’s National Tobacco Strategy;
and Pharmacists’ views on supplying tobacco as an endgame strategy. A further ten researchers from
Australia, the Netherlands, South Korea, and Indonesia presented on tobacco control research,
strategies, and policy topics. The 106 attendees from eight countries represented Government, Non-
Government Organisations, Education, and Medical, Hospital and Clinical Industries. Shannon Mead,
CEO of No More Butts Ltd, joined us live from Paris where he attended the Second Session of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pollution (INC2) to advocate for plastics bans to
include cigarette filters. Recordings of most presentations are available on the CRE YouTube channel.

CRE World No Tobacco Day Symposium 2023

https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/event/session/1183
https://nomorebutts.org/
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/second-session-intergovernmental-negotiating-committee-develop-international
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/second-session-intergovernmental-negotiating-committee-develop-international
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaFUnmWEwU_cDSIGvnWGS1j_tSDeggjkU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaFUnmWEwU_cDSIGvnWGS1j_tSDeggjkU
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POLICY ACTIVITIES
CRE members contributed to Global, National, and State consultations and inquiries, providing
considered and evidence-based input to proposed policies within Australian, New Zealand, United
Kingdom and United States contexts. Further attendance at parliamentary hearings and round tables
provided opportunities to share our knowledge and viewpoints on supporting the Australian National
Tobacco Strategy 2023-2030 and the Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 Action Plan with the ultimate aim of
achieving the Tobacco Endgame. In addition to several government submissions, the CRE prepared
reports for public health organisations, which are listed below.

Australia

Australian Parliamentary Public Health (Tobacco and Other Products) Legislation 2023 
– Policy Roundtable. July 2023. Gartner C; Maddox R, Scollo M.
- Public Consultation. July 2023. Gartner C, Morphett K, Cho A, Rimmer M.

Australian Parliamentary Public Health (Tobacco and Other Products) Bill 2023 [Provisions] and
Public Health (Tobacco and Other Products) (Consequential Amendments and Transitional
Provisions) Bill 2023 
- Inquiry. October 2023. Gartner C, Morphett K, Cho A.
- Public Hearing. November 2023. Gartner C.
- Presentation. November 2023. Maddox R.

Australian Federal Minister for Health and Aged Care’s Policy Roundtable on vaping products 
- Policy Roundtable. April 2023. Gartner C; Maddox R.

Australian Government, Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) Proposed reforms to the
regulation of nicotine vaping products
- Targeted consultation. January 2023. Morphett K. Gartner C, Steadman K, Erku D.

Australian Government, Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) Further proposed reforms to
the regulation of nicotine vaping products
 - Targeted consultation. September 2023. Gartner C, Steadman K, Sun T, Vu G, Lim C, Leung J,
Stjepanović D, Chan G.

Queensland Parliamentary Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Amendment Bill 2023
 - Consultation. February 2023 with further submissions in March 2023 Gartner C, Rooney T, Morphett K
and April 2023 Rimmer M.

Queensland Parliamentary Health and Environment Committee - Tobacco and Other Smoking
Products Amendment Bill 2023
- Inquiry. April 2023. Gartner C; Marshall H; Rimmer M.
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Queensland Parliamentary - Vaping: An inquiry into reducing rates of e-cigarette use in
Queensland
- Public Hearing. May 2023. Leung J, Lim C, Lawler S, Bendotti H; Rimmer M.
- Inquiry. May 2023. Gartner C, Morphett K, Leung J, Lim C, Lawler S, Bendotti H. Chan G, Stjepanović D,
Lim CCW, Sun T, Vu G, Leung J. Rimmer M.

South Australian Government Tobacco Control Strategy 2023-2027 - Minister’s Roundtable on
Tobacco and E-Cigarettes
- Roundtable. March 2023. Bonevski B.

New Zealand

New Zealand Ministry of Health: Proposals for the Smoked Tobacco Regulatory Regime
- Submission. March 2023. ASPIRE 2025. Gartner C.

Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) Joint Op-Ed: 139 Organizations call on New Zealand to
prioritize human life over tobacco industry profit

United Kingdom

UK, Department of Health and Social Care: Creating a smokefree generation and tackling youth
vaping 
- Submission. December 2023. Gartner C, Kang H.

In December, the Tobacco Endgame CRE joined medical, public health,
academic and human rights organisations from across the globe to call
on the government of Aotearoa/New Zealand to retain world-leading
smokefree laws. The joint op-ed with 139 signatory organisations from 53
countries was coordinated by Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) and
published in the leading New Zealand newspaper. 

Tobacco Endgame CRE members supported two petitions to stop the repeal of New Zealand’s
Smokefree Environments and Regulated Products (Smoked Tobacco) legislation in November
2023: 
- Put our People over Profit - Stop the Repeal of the Smokefree Legislation (Hāpai te Hauora, Māori
Public Health)
- A smokefree future is more important than tax cuts for the rich (Karen Griffith, Change.org)

https://ash.org/139orgs-to-nz/
https://ash.org/139orgs-to-nz/
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Global

United Nations Committee on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) Draft
General Recommendation n°37 on Racial Discrimination in the enjoyment of the right to health 

In August, the Tobacco Endgame CRE was honoured to join Action on
Smoking and Health (ASH) and a total of 208 signatories from 61
countries in calling on the UN Committee on the Elimination of all forms
of Racial Discrimination (CERD) to maintain and strengthen its mention
of the harms of tobacco in the Draft General Recommendation 37 on
Racial Discrimination in the enjoyment of the right to health.

United States of America

US Food and Drug Administration proposed product standards to prohibit menthol as a
characterizing flavor in cigarettes
- Letter submitted to Dr Brian King, Director of Center for Tobacco Products, US FDA. May 2023. Fong
GT, Chung-Hall J, Craig LV, Kyriakos CN.

Reports

Howe S, Blakely T. SHINE protocol for specifying model inputs, including rapid review and cross-walking
(Version 1.0). SHINE Technical Report Series, No 1.

Lawler S, Ireland D, Bendotti H. Spatial density and growth of tobacconists and vape stores across
Queensland. Report prepared for Queensland Health.

Morphett K, Lawler S, Meciar S. Monitoring and Evaluation Framework for The Tobacco and Other
Smoking Products Amendment Bill 2023 reforms. Report prepared for Queensland Health.

Trigg J, Ela O, Bowden J, Bartram A, Bonevski B. Evaluation of vaping harms awareness campaigns for
Drug and Alcohol Services South Australia: Responses to anti-vaping media campaign materials by
South Australian youth. Report prepared for Drug and Alcohol Services South Australia.

United Nations Summit of the Future: Young people and future generations have the right to
grow up in a tobacco-free world
- Submission. December 2023. NHMRC Tobacco Endgame CRE signatory to Action on Smoking and
Health (ASH)

The CRE has joined the Global Alliance for Tobacco Control (GATC) Community as a
Network Participant in December 2023. GATC is the only global network dedicated solely
to implementing the World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC).

https://ash.org/cerd2023/
https://ash.org/cerd2023/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/first-draft-general-recommendation-no-37-2023-racial
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/first-draft-general-recommendation-no-37-2023-racial
https://gatc-int.org/


After a decade of little action on tobacco control policy in Australia, we have seen several major policy
developments nationally and at state level. The National Tobacco Strategy 2023-2030 was released in
May and sets the Australian tobacco control agenda for the next eight years. At state level, Queensland
introduced a tobacco retailer and wholesaler licensing scheme and expanded smokefree requirements
at various locations, and South Australia launched its Tobacco Control Strategy 2023-2027. The issue
of nicotine vaping, particularly among youth, continues to raise concerns, with the Queensland
Government conducting an Inquiry on the topic and the federal Minister for Health and Aged Care
announcing major changes to the regulation of vaping products. CRE researchers were invited to
comment on these tobacco and vaping control measures and related topics on several radio shows and
news articles.

Chan G. The Queensland Government vaping inquiry. Radio Interview | ABC, 12 March 2023. 

Gartner C. Generation Vape. Radio Interview | 2GB Sydney - Sunday Nights with Bill Crews, 19 March
2023. 

Rimmer M. Queensland must adopt a tobacco endgame strategy. QUT News, 13 April 2023.

Borland R. What does vaping do to your body and why is it being banned in Australia? ABC News, 2 May
2023.

Trigg J, Borland R, Gartner C, Maddox R. EXPERT REACTION: Government to crack down on vaping in
Australia. Scimex Australian Science Media Centre, 2 May 2023. 

Borland R, Maddox R. Govt vaping action gets mixed reviews from health experts. Hospital +
Healthcare, 3 May 2023.

Maddox R. PHAA welcomes strong government action on vaping and tobacco. Retail Pharmacy News, 3
May 2023.

Maddox R, Kennedy M. Crackdown on vaping and tobacco industries draws global acclaim. Croakey
Health Media, 3 May 2023.

Perusco A. It's time to light up a tobacco endgame strategy, ANU research says. Riotact, 5 May 2023.

Gartner C. Solving the problem of youth vaping. UQ News, 10 May 2023.

MEDIA MENTIONS AND INTERVIEWS
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CRE researchers are making headlines across the globe. Our centre’s important research has been
featured in over 50 news articles from Australia and New Zealand, Canada and the United States,
South America (Brazil, Argentina) and Europe (UK, France). CRE members provided their expert opinions
on a range of tobacco control topics, policy reforms and setbacks on several radio and TV programs
from across Australia, New Zealand and Canada. Below we list media mentions and interviews in
chronological order for each topic.

2023 - A busy year in tobacco control for Australia

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-tobacco-strategy-2023-2030?language=en
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-Committees/Committees/Committee-Details?cid=169&id=4243
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/Public+Content/SA+Health+Internet/Services/Mental+Health+and+Drug+and+Alcohol+Services/Drug+and+Alcohol+Services/About+DASSA/SA+Tobacco+Control+Strategy+2023-2027
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-Committees/Inquiries/Inquiry-Details?id=4242
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-Committees/Inquiries/Inquiry-Details?id=4242
https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-mark-butler-mp/media/taking-action-on-smoking-and-vaping?language=en
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Gartner C. Scientists call for stricter controls on tobacco products. The Epoch Times, 17 May 2023.

Gartner C. Laws questioned as vaping rates rise. The Pittsworth Sentinel, 18 May 2023.

Gartner C. The new Queensland tobacco control bill. Radio Interview | 612 ABC Brisbane – Mornings, 24
May 2023. 

Gartner C. Vapes analysed by QLD Health show toxic chemical cocktails. Courier Mail, 27 May 2023.

Gartner C. Australia needs to do more to decrease rates of smoking as the Federal Government unveils
several changes as part of its crackdown on the industry. Radio Interview | ABC Radio National, 31 May
2023. 

Gartner C. Cigarettes à 20 €, vapoteuses interdites… Ce pays fait la guerre à tous les fumeurs, et ça
marche. L'édition du soir, 31 May 2023.

Gartner C. Comment on Minister Mark Butler's announced tobacco control laws. Radio Interview | ABC
News Radio, 31 May 2023. 

Gartner C. Unveiling Australia's vaping crisis. The Local Times, 31 May 2023.

Gartner C. What Australia needs to do if it wants to become a world leader in tobacco control. Radio
Interview | ABC Radio National, 1 June 2023.

Chan G. The need for further control measures to prevent illegal sales of vapes. Radio Interview | ABC
Capricornia FM, 15 August 2023. 

Morphett K. What a drag. Peppermint Magazine #59, 5 September 2023. 

Leung J. AI plan to stop vaping. Courier Mail, 7 September 2023.

Leung J. Using AI to develop messages to communicate the worrying aspects of vaping to young
people. 4BC 882 News Talk, Brisbane Live with Neil Breen, 7 September 2023. 

Gartner C. The Federal tobacco control legislation. Radio Interview | ABC radio WA Statewide Drive
Program, 13 September 2023. 

Leung J. Award winner's AI plan to prevent youth vaping. UQ Research News, 23 September 2023.

Gartner C. The Queensland Government vaping inquiry. Radio Interview | ABC Far North Queensland,
26 October 2023. 

Trigg J. What is snus and is it legal in Australia? Brisbane Times, 29 October 2023.

Plever S. Quit initiatives improve physical health of people experiencing mental illness. Metro North
Health, 8 November 2023.

Gartner C. Crüed shock: Tommy Lee left fuming by Australian cigarette prices. The Guardian, 15
November 2023.

Perusco A. Aiming for the end of tobacco. Sir Roland Wilson Foundation ANU - News & Impact, 16
November 2023.



In November, Aotearoa New Zealand’s new government announced its plan to abandon the country’s
world-leading smokefree laws and received international condemnation for this decision. Joining health
professionals, researchers, Māori leaders and community groups from around the world, CRE members
voiced their disapproval and called on the government to retain the Smokefree Action Plan. Media
outlets in New Zealand, Australia, the UK and US reported on this topic, featuring CRE researchers and
their work in news stories, radio and TV interviews. Two modelling studies, led by Dr Driss Ait Ouakrim
and colleagues received attention, highlighting the health and economic benefits of the smokefree
legislation and the need for evidence-informed policy making. 

Waa A. Manatawa: Anaru Waa - Co-director of the Aspire-2025 research centre. Radio Interview |
Radio Waatea, 29 August 2023. 

Ait Ouakrim D, Wilson T, Waa A, Maddox R, Gartner C, Lovett R, Edwards R, Blakely T. New
Zealand scraps world-first smoking ‘generation ban’ to fund tax cuts. The Guardian, 27 November 2023.

Edwards R. New Zealand smoking ban: Health experts criticise new government's shock reversal.              
BBC News, 27 November 2023.

Edwards R. Anger over New Zealand's U-turn on smoking ban: Health experts say they are 'appalled' by
'purely political' move - as Rishi Sunak vows to press ahead with law to stop kids aged 14 now from ever
buying cigarettes. Daily Mail, 28 November 2023.

Edwards R. Groundbreaking smoking ban abandoned in New Zealand’s swing to the right. The
Washington Post, 28 November 2023.
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Gartner C. Mötley Crüe’s Tommy Lee shocked after paying £132 for four packs of cigarettes in
Australia. NME, 17 November 2023.

Gartner C. Tommy Lee can't believe he just paid $164 for four packs of cigarettes in Australia. yahoo!
Entertainment, 18 November 2023.

Gartner C. Tommy Lee, indignado por el precio de los cigarillos en Australia: lo que pagó por cuatro
etiquetas. La Voz, 26 November 2023.

Rimmer M. Tobacco bill before the Senate - "a symphony of law reform". QUT News, 29 November
2023.

Rimmer M. Tobacco bill before the Australian Senate - "a symphony of law reform". infojustice.org, 4
December 2023.

Lim C. Tempting teens to vape - social media under the spotlight. UQ News, 15 December 2023.

Lim C, Stockings E. ‘Peer influence is no joke’: Australian government to fund research into youth
vaping prevention. The Guardian, 15 December 2023.

The repeal of New Zealand’s smokefree laws.



Ait Ouakrim D, Wilson T, Howe S, Gartner C, Blakely T. The economic argument for our world-leading
smokefree legislation – new research. Voxy, 3 December 2023.

Ball J. Majority of young New Zealanders want to 'live in a smoke free nation' - survey. RNZ News, 6
December 2023.

Ball J. The Bulletin: Young people in NZ strongly support smokefree measures. The Spinoff, 6 December
2023.

Waa A. New Zealand's Indigenous people are furious over plans to snuff out anti-smoking laws. NPR:
Goats and Soda, 6 December 2023.

Bullen C. Tobacco researcher: New Zealand's reputation 'now pretty tarnished' among scientists. RNZ
News, 10 December 2023.

Bullen C. Marches against govt's smokefree legislation repeal on Weds. Radio Interview | RNZ Morning
Report, 11 December 2023. 

Bullen C. Planned smokefree laws could have saved thousands of lives, tobacco researcher says. RNZ
News, 11 December 2023.

Waa A. New Zealand smoking ban: Māori mourn loss of hard-won smoking reform. BBC News, 11
December 2023.

Edwards R, Bullen C. Australia has new tobacco control legislation. Here’s what it means… Croakey
Health Media, 13 December 2023.

Maddox R. The repeal of NZ Smokefree Law - Why you should care. TV interview | Te Ao with Moana, 19
December 2023.

Edwards R. ICYMI: The year in review, reprehensible attacks on Māori health, principles for Aboriginal
health research and COVID updates. Croakey Health Media, 21 December 2023. 
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As leading experts in their field, CRE researchers commented on international tobacco control policies,
including the announcement of the smokefree generation in the UK and the introduction of new
cigarette warning labels in Canada.

Maddox R. A whole new generation could become addicted to another nicotine product. TV Interview |
Sky News Australia, 12 April 2023.

Gartner C. The UK Government's proposed smokefree generation policy. Radio Interviews | ABC
Capricornia and ABC’s Radio Current Affairs, 5 October 2023.
 

Bonevski B. The UK Government’s proposed smokefree generation policy. Radio Interview | ABC
Newcastle: Newcastle Breakfast, 6 October 2023. 

Tobacco Control in the UK and Canada



In September, PhD candidate Nathan Harrison presented a systematic review on stigma-reducing
interventions for lung cancer and other smoking-related respiratory diseases at the 2023 World
Conference on Lung Cancer (WCLC) in Singapore. The study, with co-authors Julia Yamazaki, Prof
Henry Marshall, Prof Coral Gartner and Dr Kylie Morphett, received substantial media coverage
across the globe and was featured in several online news articles. Nathan was part of the IASLC Press
Briefing panel and also spoke about this important work in his interview with ecancer on 12 Sept 2023.

Harrison N. Stigmatization of smoking-related diseases is a barrier to care and the problem may be on
the rise. MedicalXpress, 9 September 2023 | PRWeb, Bioengineer and EurekAlert!, 10 September 2023 |
ScienceBlog, 11 September 2023. | Oncology News, 13 September 2023.

Harrison N. Estigma das doenças relacionadas ao tabagismo é uma barreira ao cuidado. OncoNews,
10 September 2023.

Harrison N. Studies indicate progress, highlight challenges of combating lung cancer stigma. IASLC
Lung Cancer News, 11 September 2023.

Harrison N. Study aims to identify interventions to combat stigma associated with lung cancer and
smoking-related respiratory diseases. Head Topics and News Medical, 11 September 2023.

Harrison N. Reducing smoking’s stigma. The Imaging Wire, 11 September 2023.

Harrison N. Fighting the stigma associated with lung cancer and respiratory diseases is one of the main
challenges in this type of pathology. Then24, 13 September 2023.

Harrison N. Impact of stigmatization on patients with lung cancer. The ASCO Post, 15 September 2023.

Harrison N. WCLC 2023: Stigma reduction interventions examined for patients with smoking-related
disease. PracticeUpdate, 19 September 2023.
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Fong G. Health Canada boosting cigarette warning labels. TV Interview | CTV News - Top 3 Tonight with
Merella Fernandez, 5 June 2023.

Fong G. New Canadian regulations would put warning on each cigarette, not just packaging. CTV
News, 11 June 2023.

Fong G. UK the latest country looking to phase out smoking. Should Canada do the same? TV Interview |
Global News Canada, 18 October 2023.

Hammond D. The UK and New Zealand want to ban the next generation from smoking at any age.
Should Canada follow? RCI News, 18 October 2023.

Reducing stigma for lung cancer and other smoking-
related respiratory diseases

https://wclc2023.iaslc.org/
https://wclc2023.iaslc.org/
https://wclc2023.iaslc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgUWaQjJ2p8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgUWaQjJ2p8
https://ecancer.org/en/video/11502-reducing-stigma-for-lung-cancer-and-other-smoking-related-respiratory-diseases


FUNDING

CRE researchers secured over $ 14.6m in new research funding in 2023.

Blakely T. SHINE: Scalable Health Intervention Evaluation. NHMRC Investigator Grant - Leadership 2 (L2)
$2,897,165

Bonevski B. A pilot trial of Modify: A novel, smartphone-delivered brain-training intervention to reduce
smoking in Victorians. Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund Round 6, Foundation Stream
$100,000 

Bonevski B, Trigg J, Pettigrew S, Jongenelis M, Hides L, Hoek J, Woolfenden S, Smith J, Dono J, Ullah S,
Edwards R, Guillaumier A, Bowden J, Brooke M, Miller C, Wilson M, Isaac L, Wilson S. Escape the vape:
Designing health communications for prevention of e-cigarette use in young people 2023-2026.
Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) $854,636

Guillaumier A, McCarter K, Trigg J, Hines S, Ishaque S, Rich J, Harrison N, Dowling A, Jackson M,
Bowden J, Dunlop A, Passey M, Baker A, Bonevski B. Evidence Check: Effective clinical interventions
for management of nicotine dependent patients in clinical settings 2023. Sax Institute for the Centre for
Population Health, NSW Ministry of Health $45,000 

Hefler M, Beasley G, Kitson J, Hampton K, Murison A, Torkfar G, Baghbanian A, Hoek J, Boffa J,
McMahon E, Morphett K, Ferguson M, Smith L, Gartner C. From ‘Dirty Ashtray’ to tobacco control
innovator: Co-design with remote First Nations communities in the Northern Territory to generate new
approaches to reduce smoking. NHMRC Ideas Grant $2,123,560.50

Kang H. Developing a roadmap for a tobacco endgame in Korea. National Tobacco Control Centre /
Korea Health Promotion Institute $90,000 

Kennedy M, Maddox R, Martiniuk A, Chamberlain C, Bryant J, Eades S, Burchill L, Belfrage M, Bennet J,
McFadyen T. The Gulibaa (Coolamon) Project: A state-wide, co-designed model of care supporting
Aboriginal mothers to be smoke-free in pregnancy and beyond. Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF)  
$2,000,000

Lim C. Breaking the Cycle: Leveraging social media to address the public health threat of youth vaping.
NHMRC Investigator Grant - Emerging Leadership 1 (EL1) $662,040

Marshall H, Bonevski B, Segan C, Gartner C, Lawler S, Morphett K. “Max Up” Trial – Maximising
uptake of lung cancer screening and smoking cessation outcomes 2023-2026. Medical Research Future
Fund (MRFF) $935,682

McCarter K, Rich J. Effectiveness of quitlines for nicotine dependence: A systematic review. Healthy
Minds Seed Funding Grant $4,879
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McCarter K, Attia J, McCreanor V, Guillaumier A, Segan C, Castle D, Brophy L, Kelly P, Hayes L,
Borland R, Baker A, McKinlay M, Bonevski B, Turner A, Baird D. Acceptability of a smoking cessation
choice intervention for people living with severe mental illness. University of Newcastle College
Fellowship Accelerator Funding Scheme $9,645.90

Morphett K, Gartner C, Thomas K, Asyray A, Khalil M, Veruswati M, Herawati MH. Addressing the
global environmental impact of cigarette butt litter. UQ Global Strategy and Partnerships Seed Funding
Scheme (Round 2, 2023) $25,000 

Stjepanović D, Sun T, Thai P, Hammond D, Zheng Q, Kauntsche E, Chan G, Leung J, Gartner C.
GNT2029808 - Monitoring nicotine: Triangulating social media, global survey and wastewater data to
inform future vaping and smoking policies. NHMRC Ideas Grant $1,541,037

Stockings E. The VAPE Program: Trends, prevention and implementation of evidence-based strategies
for reduceng vaping among young people in Australia. NHMCR Investigator Grant - Emerging
Leadership 2 (EL2) $1,500,000

Stockings E, Leung J, Gartner C. The Our Futures Vaping Study. Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF)
$1,879,022
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Grant Spotlight: Medical Research Future Fund 

The MRFF project "Escape the vape": Designing health
communications for prevention of e-cigarette use in young
people led by Prof Billie Bonevski and Dr Joshua Trigg has
been awarded $854,636 in funding. This work will develop and
test messages to prevent vaping amongst adolescents and young
adults for use in social media. The co-design approach with
partner organisations and consumers aims to best support
knowledge translation and uptake of messages. 

The Gulibaa (Coolamon) Project (University of Newcastle)
has been awarded $2.0 million MRFF funding. Led by  
A/Prof Michelle Kennedy, A/Prof Raglan Maddox and
colleagues, this project will co-design a model of care
supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mothers
across NSW to be smoke-free in pregnancy and beyond.

The "Max Up" lung cancer screening trial led by A/Prof Henry Marshall and
colleagues including Prof Billie Bonevski, A/Prof Cathy Segan, Prof Coral
Gartner, A/Prof Sheleigh Lawler and Dr Kylie Morphett has received  
$917,240 in MRFF funding. This 3 year research project started in 2023 and will
help ensure lung cancer screening delivers the best health outcomes to people
at risk of lung cancer, by detecting lung cancer early and giving people the
greatest chance to quit smoking.

https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/article/2023/03/new-mrff-project-led-flinders-university-and-cre-tobacco-endgame-researchers
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/article/2023/03/new-mrff-project-led-flinders-university-and-cre-tobacco-endgame-researchers
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/article/2023/03/new-mrff-project-led-flinders-university-and-cre-tobacco-endgame-researchers
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/article/2023/03/state-wide-model-care-support-smoking-cessation-among-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-women
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/article/2023/03/%E2%80%9Cmax-%E2%80%9D-trial-%E2%80%93-maximising-uptake-lung-cancer-screening-and-smoking-cessation-outcomes


AWARDS, PROMOTIONS, SUCCESSES
2023 has been a very productive and successful year for our CRE researchers. 

Our congratulations to:

Prof Ray Lovett who was recognised as one of the 52 leading Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people who are changing the world.

Prof Billie Bonevski for her appointment as the new Flinders Health and Medical Research Institute
(FHMRI) Director and Dean (Research) in the College of Medicine and Public Health at Flinders
University.

Prof Geoffrey Fong for being recognised on the 2023 Clarivate Highly Cited Researchers list.

Prof Michael Farrell on his appointment to chair the Australian National Advisory Council on
Alcohol and Other Drugs (ANACAD)

A/Prof Marita Hefler who was appointed as the new Editor-in-Chief of Tobacco Control, effective
2024.

Dr Kylie Morphett and Dr Heewon Kang for joining the editorial board of Nicotine & Tobacco
Research as Associate Editors.

A/Prof Radha Ivory for her promotion to Associate Professor at The University of Queensland.

Dr Joshua Trigg for being promoted to Senior Research Fellow at Flinders University.

Dr Janni Leung who won the UQ Foundation Research Excellence Award for her work using AI to
develop posters, slogans, and other messaging about the dangers of vaping on teens to be used on
social media. 

Dr Cheneal Puljević on her promotion to Senior Research Fellow and receiving the Rising Star
Award of the School of Public Health at The University of Queensland. Cheneal was nominated for
the UQ Foundation Research Excellence award and was awarded a travel scholarship to attend the
2023 NDARC Annual Research Symposium and Early Career Networking Event at UNSW in Sydney.
Congratulations also on her appointment as Associate Editor of the International Journal of Drug
Policy.
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https://cosmosmagazine.com/people/culture/52-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-changing-the-world/
https://cosmosmagazine.com/people/culture/52-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-changing-the-world/
https://blogs.flinders.edu.au/mph-news/2023/08/21/new-fhmri-director-and-dean-of-research-mph-to-start-in-december/?utm_source=social-organic&utm_medium=linkedin&utm_campaign=c_mph-2023&utm_content=social-post
https://blogs.flinders.edu.au/mph-news/2023/08/21/new-fhmri-director-and-dean-of-research-mph-to-start-in-december/?utm_source=social-organic&utm_medium=linkedin&utm_campaign=c_mph-2023&utm_content=social-post
https://clarivate.com/highly-cited-researchers/?action=clv_hcr_members_filter&clv-paged=1&clv-category=&clv-institution=&clv-region=&clv-name=geoff%20fong&utm_medium=Organic%252FSearch&utm_source=www-google-com
https://clarivate.com/highly-cited-researchers/?action=clv_hcr_members_filter&clv-paged=1&clv-category=&clv-institution=&clv-region=&clv-name=geoff%20fong&utm_medium=Organic%252FSearch&utm_source=www-google-com
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-national-advisory-council-on-alcohol-and-other-drugs-anacad?language=und
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/australian-national-advisory-council-on-alcohol-and-other-drugs-anacad?language=und
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/pages/Editorial_Board
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/pages/Editorial_Board
https://vimeo.com/859952173
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/2023-ndarc-annual-research-symposium
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-drug-policy/about/editorial-board
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-drug-policy/about/editorial-board
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-drug-policy/about/editorial-board


Supporting the next generation of public health research leaders is one of the priorities of the
Tobacco Endgame CRE. In 2023, the CRE provided ample opportunities for Early-Mid Career
Researchers (EMCRs) and PhD students to develop their research leadership skills and grow their
professional network through activities of the Career Development Committee (CDC) and funding
through EMCR Fellowships, EMCR Seed Grants and EMCR Travel Awards. Exceptional EMCRs were
recognised through the EMCR Annual Awards. Various opportunities were offered at the University of
Queensland for participants to gain valuable work placement and research experience within the
CRE. 

Career Development Committee

The Tobacco Endgame CRE's Career Development Committee (CDC) aims to build the capacity of
future leaders in tobacco control research and policy. The CDC co-ordinates opportunities that assist
emerging research leaders to develop a suite of skills, specific knowledge about public health policy
and abilities that are necessary to a successful career in academia or leadership roles in public
health policy and practice. Membership is open to all emerging researchers and students affiliated
with the CRE. 

2023 updates
Our re-invigorated Career Development Committee hosted three meetings since its re-launch in June
2023. In these meetings, CDC members discussed various career development opportunities such as
conferences, seminars, grants, and useful resources. The CDC r﻿eceived 8 nominations for the UQ
Research Culture Award recognising career development support for EMCRs. 

The CDC’s 2023 activities included:
Two Seed Grant schemes 
Fortnightly ‘Shut up and Write’ sessions
Establishing a Slack channel and regular newsletter to share news, events, articles and memes
A ‘Tips for writing grant track records’ webinar on 8 December 2023
An annual EMCR awards scheme recognising our members’ excellence in publishing, leadership,
translation, and media engagement

NEXT GENERATION RESEARCHERS

2 2

2023 CDC Leadership Committee
Convenor: Dr Cheneal Puljević 
Communications Officer: Dr Kylie Morphett
Events Officer: Tess Rooney
Research Engagement Officer: Hollie Bendotti



The Tobacco Endgame CRE offered EMCR Fellowships for priority projects in the fields of public
health, law and regulation, economics, and qualitative and quantitative research methods. We
received 27 applications and would like to congratulate the five recipients of the 2023 EMCR
Fellowships: Dr Kylie Morphett, Dr Carmen Lim and Ms Ara Cho are based at The University of
Queensland. Dr Bibha Dhungel and Dr Tim Wilson are both based at The University of Melbourne.
Fellowship recipients will be working on various relevant projects including stakeholder views and
responses to tobacco endgame policies, measuring the illicit tobacco market, statistical analysis of
quantitative survey data, modelling and cost-benefit analysis of tobacco endgame policies. Research
projects will be completed by October 2025. 
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Best publication: This award recognises excellence in contributing to the
publication of an article with exemplary methodological rigour, significance, impact
and/or contribution to/advancement of the field. 

Awarded to Ara Cho for Tobacco purchasing in Australia during regular tax
increases: Findings from the International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project
published in Tobacco Control.

Awarded to Tianze Sun for Longitudinal association between exposure to e-
cigarette advertising and youth e-cigarette use in the United States published in
Addictive Behaviors.

Awarded to Dr Christina Heris for Don’t Follow the Smoke - Listening to the
Tobacco Experiences and Attitudes of Urban Aboriginal Adolescents in the Study of
Environment on Aboriginal Resilience and Child Health (SEARCH) published in the
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health.

Outstanding media engagement: Awarded to Nathan Harrison. This award
recognises significant or ongoing engagement with the media used to promote a
research project or program of work. 

The Tobacco Endgame CRE’s EMCR award nominations recognise outstanding research
achievements. Congratulations to our 2023 prize winners!

Outstanding research impact and translation: Awarded to Giang Vu. This
award recognises an outstanding contribution that the awardee’s research has
made to knowledge, health, the economy and/or society.

EMCR Fellowships

EMCR Annual Award Winners

Outstanding leadership: Awarded to Dr Cheneal Puljević. This award recognises
excellence in leadership in research, supervision, mentoring and service from an
early- or mid-career researcher.

https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2023/08/31/tc-2023-058130
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2023/08/31/tc-2023-058130
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306460323002058?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306460323002058?via%3Dihub
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/20/5/4587
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/20/5/4587
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/20/5/4587
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/20/5/4587


EMCR Seed Grants
The Tobacco Endgame CRE Seed Grants are competitive small project grants to
assist Early-Mid Career Researchers and PhD students to develop their research
leadership experience. These grants are intended to fund pilot or small research
projects of relevance to the CRE’s goal, which is to develop the evidence base for  
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Round 1 Projects
Pilot for a microsimulation modelling platform to evaluate complex tobacco control interventions.
Samantha Howe - The University of Melbourne: Working closely with the Healthy Housing Centre for
Research Excellence, Sami and her team aim to specify parameters of the tobacco Agent Based
Model (ABM) related to public housing, incorporating heterogeneity in smoking, vaping, and second-
hand smoke exposure by sex, age, Indigenous status, socioeconomic status, housing, and geographic
location. The ABM will then be piloted to evaluate the impact of smoking and second-hand smoke
exposure in public housing in Australia and the potential effects of tobacco control intervention
strategies in this setting.

Public knowledge about cigarette filters and support for policies to address tobacco product waste.
Dr Kylie Morphett - The University of Queensland: By surveying a representative sample of Australian
adults, Kylie and her team aim to a) explore the knowledge and attitudes of the Australian adult
population to tobacco and vaping product waste, b) measure public support for removal of filters
from cigarettes, c) anticipate the behaviours of those who smoke if such a policy was introduced,
and d) assess support for other policies to address these issues. This research will inform policy
responses to tobacco product waste and identify knowledge gaps about cigarette filters that can be
addressed via education.

Exploring consumer and other stakeholder perspectives on tobacco endgame policies and strategies
to mitigate potential unintended impacts of these policies.
Dr Kristen McCarter - University of Newcastle: Kristen and her team are undertaking a qualitative
study that will provide insights into how consumers and other key stakeholders (peers, Quitline
counsellors, MH service staff) may respond to tobacco endgame policies. This work will provide
valuable data to guide these policies as well as further the development of interventions to optimise
smoking cessation in this group.

Understanding the aspirations, drivers, supports and barriers to the commercial tobacco endgame
from the perspective of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Dr Christina Heris - The Australian National University: By combining key informant interviews, group
discussions and concept mapping, Christina and her team aim to better understand the aspirations,
drivers, supports and barriers to the tobacco endgame from the perspective of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. Identifying Indigenous definitions and priorities for achieving a commercial
tobacco endgame will help policymakers understand and incorporate Indigenous perspectives to
successfully implement a tobacco endgame and end tobacco related death and disease.

tobacco endgame strategies and identify the most promising policies that could end the cigarette
epidemic in Australia, and beyond. Two rounds were open in 2023 with total funding of $120,000
across 2023 and 2024. Congratulations to our well deserving recipients as listed below.
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Round 2 Projects

Developing outcome assessment guidelines for smoking cessation trials with priority populations.
Dr Ashleigh Guillaumier - Flinders University: By undertaking literature reviews, conducting
consumer workshops and seeking expert panel evaluation, Ashleigh and her team aim to determine a
standardised set of smoking cessation outcome measures for inclusion in all cessation trials with
priority populations, addressing the complex circumstances surrounding quitting tobacco use in these
groups. This project will inform the development of a larger conceptual framework with the aim of
advancing the conduct and assessment of smoking cessation intervention trials with priority
populations by addressing critical issues such as consensus on outcome assessments, optimising
recruitment, and retention strategies.

A scoping review of qualitative research on stakeholder support for tobacco endgame policies.
Dr Kylie Morphett - The University of Queensland: By synthesising international evidence on
stakeholder attitudes toward tobacco endgame policies and identifying barriers and facilitators to
implementing them, Kylie and her team will provide valuable data to inform primary data collection
for future CRE research.

Business continuity and adapting to commercial tobacco endgame in Australia: Retail stakeholder
views on transition strategies.
Dr Joshua Trigg - Flinders University: Josh and his team will use a two-step environmental scan
methodology to identify and describe how tobacco retailers and other relevant stakeholders intend
to prepare for shifts in the tobacco retail market in response to proposed commercial tobacco
endgame measures. This work will develop a map of retail stakeholder perspectives and strategies
for managing the impacts of tobacco endgame policy and legislation on business continuity. A
secondary aim is to explore what forms of support are sought from retail, industry, and government
bodies. The map of adaptation strategies and support needs will be a critically useful tool for policy
makers and legislators when communicating with the Australian retail sector about managing the
impacts of tobacco endgame strategies designed to reduce product sales.

Explaining the regulatory failure around illicit vape and illicit tobacco in Australia: An ethnography of
retailers’ experiences and practices.
Dr Samuel Brookfield - The University of Queensland: Sam and his team will be conducting
qualitative interviews with retailers in Southeast Queensland that are knowledgeable of the selling
practices of retailers engaged in illicit vape and tobacco product supply. This study aims to enhance
understanding of these markets; how significant tobacco sales are to their business; their perceptions
of and experiences (if any) with law enforcement efforts to detect illicit tobacco and vape sales; and
the potential impacts of removing tobacco and/or vape products from their shops. The project is
expected to produce novel insights into retailers’ motivations for engaging in the illicit vape and/or
tobacco markets; the effects of law enforcement efforts to address illegal vape and tobacco
retailers; the context in which they are supplied; how the procurement and sale of illicit vaping
products may interact with the illicit tobacco trade; and what other economic, cultural, and social
factors may influence this process.



Ara Cho: Tobacco purchasing between 2007 and 2020 in Australia: Findings from International
Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project. Society for Research on Nicotine & Tobacco 2023 Annual
Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, 1-4 March 2023.

Tess Rooney: Reframing and counteracting tobacco industry: Narratives in the public policy process.
Preventive Health Conference 2023, Adelaide, 2-4 May 2023.

Ruth Canty: A global review of tobacco retail regulations. Preventive Health Conference 2023,
Adelaide, 2-4 May 2023.

Dr Joshua Trigg: Perspectives on limiting tobacco access and supporting access to nicotine vaping
products among clients of residential drug and alcohol treatment services in Australia. The Tobacco
Endgame CRE’s World No Tobacco Day Symposium, Brisbane, 31 May 2023.

Nathan Harrison: Embedding smoking cessation into a potential lung cancer screening program:
Australian tobacco control expert perspectives & “A core part of the whole thing...”: Stakeholder views
on offering smoking cessation support in lung cancer screening. 2023 World Conference on Lung
Cancer (WCLC), Singapore, 9-12 September 2023.

Dr Christina Heris: Kia whakatōmuri te haere whakamua: Māori smokefree sovereignty to
decolonising Australian policy. Australian Public Health Conference, Hobart, 26-28 September 2023.

Dr Cheneal Puljević: Should we be concerned about Australia’s growing illicit tobacco market? &
Assessing the effects of an inpatient brief intervention tool for smoking cessation. Australasian
Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) Conference, Adelaide, 12-15 November
2023.

Ara Cho: The impact of price-minimizing purchases on smoking cessation using longitudinal data from
the International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project in Australia. Australasian Professional
Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) Conference, Adelaide, 12-15 November 2023.

Giang Vu: A systematic review and meta-analysis of the relationship between smoking and
intelligence measures. Australasian Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD)
Conference, Adelaide, 12-15 November 2023.

Dr Sam Brookfield: Transparent toilet blocks & vaping quokkas: Frame and content analysis of how
the Australian media has reported on youth vaping. Australasian Professional Society on Alcohol and
other Drugs (APSAD) Conference, Adelaide, 12-15 November 2023.

Frankie Berardi: Profits over People: The case for prosecuting Australia’s tobacco industry for
homicide offences. 2023 Australasian Association of Bioethics & Health Law Conference, Brisbane, 19-
22 November 2023.
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EMCR Travel Awards
The Tobacco Endgame CRE offers competitive travel awards to support Early-Mid
Career Researchers and PhD students affiliated with one of the CRE’s participating
institutions. These awards assist with the costs associated with presenting at a
domestic or international conference. The 2023 EMCR Travel Award recipients are
listed below. A total of $10,000 was awarded in 2023. 



Higher Degree Research Students

Tess Rooney
The University of

Queensland

Frankie Berardi
The University of

Queensland

Ruth Canty
Menzies School of
Health Research

Ara Cho
The University of

Queensland

Andrew Perusco
The Australian

National University

Sally Plever
The University of

Queensland

Hollie Bendotti
The University of

Queensland

Nathan Aust
The University of

Queensland
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Nathan Harrison
Flinders University

Sarah Perkes
The University of

Newcastle

Tianze Sun
The University of

Queensland

David Sellars
The University of

Queensland

Zhou Yu
Menzies School of
Health Research

Giang Vu
The University of

Queensland

Samantha Howe
The University of

Melbourne

Germaine Lai
The University of

Queensland

Isabel Meciar
The University of

Queensland

Dr Carmen Lim
The University of

Queensland

18 PhD students were affiliated with the Tobacco Endgame CRE in 2023, six of them commenced this
year. Germaine Lai, Isabel Meciar, Frankie Berardi and Dave Sellars are studying at The University of
Queensland. Ruth Canty and Zhou Yu are based at Menzies School of Health Research in Darwin. PhD
scholarships have been awarded to Kiernan Thompson, Sohail Ahmad and Sisay Mengesha who will
commence in 2024 in Prof Coral Gartner’s team at The University of Queensland. Sarah Dowden-
Parker will start her PhD in 2024 in Billie Bonevski‘s team at Flinders University.



PhD Milestones
First PhD progress review (confirmation of candidature) passed: Ruth Canty, Nathan Harrison,
Sally Plever, David Sellars, Giang Vu
Third PhD progress review passed: Ara Cho
Thesis submitted: Hollie Bendotti, Sarah Perkes
Thesis passed and PhD conferred: Dr Carmen Lim

Student Conference Highlights and Awards
Our PhD students are producing important and impactful research. CRE students presented 30 posters
and oral presentations at 12 conferences, symposia and workshops across Australia plus four
conferences overseas (US, Europe, Singapore) and received several awards. Highlights include: 

Andrew Perusco was awarded a prestigious Sir Roland Wilson scholarship, a three-year, full pay
scholarship for PhD research at ANU for high performing Australian Public Service employees. 

Giang Vu was awarded two Statistical and Methodology Training Support Scholarships and a travel
award for finalists of the 3 Minute Thesis Competition from UQ’s School of Psychology.

Hollie Bendotti presented her research on conversational AI for smoking cessation at the 17th World
Congress on Public Health in Rome. She was a finalist in the Rising Star category of the 2023 Metro
North Research Excellence Awards, and she received high commendation in the Rising Star of
Research category, The Prince Charles Hospital (TPCH) Staff Excellence Awards 2023.

Samantha Howe presented the results of a tobacco endgame modelling study for Aotearoa / New
Zealand at the SRNT conference in San Antonio, Texas, and shared a novel approach to forecasting
smoking rates across multiple sociodemographic groups in Australia at the Australasian
Epidemiological Association Conference in Melbourne.

At the Preventive Health Conference in Adelaide, Ruth Canty presented A global review of tobacco
retail regulations, and Tess Rooney gave a talk on Reframing and counteracting tobacco industry:
Narratives in the public policy process.

Nathan Harrison presented stakeholder views on embedding smoking cessation support into lung
cancer screening at the Australian Lung Cancer Conference, APSAD and Preventive Health
Conference. His presentation on stigma-reducing interventions for lung cancer and other smoking-
related respiratory diseases at the 2023 World Conference on Lung Cancer in Singapore attracted a
lot of media attention. On another note, Nathan was listed in Out for Australia’s 30 under 30 along
with 29 other young leaders and LGBTQIA+ role models. Nathan is passionate about understanding the
unmet needs of groups experiencing disproportionate harms from smoking and other modifiable health
behaviours. He proudly advocates for breaking down the barriers that LGBTQIA+ professionals can
face in the health and medical research sector. 
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https://srwfoundation.anu.edu.au/scholars/our-scholars/p
https://www.outforaustralia.org/30-under-30-2023


CRE students from the University of Queensland presented their research at the Faculty of Medicine
HDR Symposium and HDR Conference in November 2023 and received several awards:

Frankie Berardi won First Place and the People's Choice Award for his rapid-fire presentation Profits
over people: The case of prosecuting Australia's tobacco industry for homicide offences.

Isabel Meciar won the Runner-up Best Poster Award for A content analysis of illicit tobacco-related
crimes reported in Australian media.

Germaine Lai shared her scoping review on tobacco control interventions for populations living in
public or social housing.

Sally Plever presented Can improvement in the delivery of smoking cessation care be sustained in
psychiatry inpatient settings through a system change intervention? In addition, she received the Best
Lightning Presentation Award at the Allied Health Research Symposium for this presentation and was
awarded the Publishing Award Category 1 for her publication in the Australian & New Zealand Journal
of Psychiatry. 

Ara Cho presented The impact of price-minimizing purchases on smoking cessation using longitudinal
data from the International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project in Australia and received the
Publishing Award Category 3 for her publication in Tobacco Control. Ara was also part of a panel,
discussing Industry placements – how to make the most out of the experience and shared her
placement experience at Cancer Council Victoria. Furthermore, Ara received an Australasian
Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) EMCR scholarship to present at the APSAD
conference in Adelaide.

CRE researchers Dr Janni Leung and Dr Sam Brookfield joined the HDR conference to share their
personal experiences and useful advice for career pathways post-HDR as part of the Q&A panel.
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Isabel Meciar presenting her poster at
the HDR Symposium.

CRE PhD students Ara Cho, Isabel
Meciar, Frankie Berardi and
Germaine Lai from The University
of Queensland.

Ara Cho sharing her
placement experience at the
HDR Symposium.

https://medicine.uq.edu.au/event/37478/faculty-medicine-hdr-symposium
https://medicine.uq.edu.au/event/37478/faculty-medicine-hdr-symposium
https://public-health.uq.edu.au/event/11271/sph-poche-and-chsr-hdr-conference
https://metronorth.health.qld.gov.au/events/ah-research-symposium
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00048674231164566
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00048674231164566
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2023/08/31/tc-2023-058130
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Work placements and research experience
opportunities
The Tobacco Endgame CRE offered placement opportunities at The University of Queensland for
four Bachelor of Health Sciences students, 11 Master of Public Health students, plus one internship.
Students worked on various tobacco endgame related topics and supported current research
activities in the CRE. 

Public Health Registrar Dr Alice Sykes, joined the Tobacco Endgame CRE in August 2023 for a 6-
month Registrar Placement at The University of Queensland. Her current work focuses on media
reporting of tobacco endgame policies and the knowledge, among people who smoke and vape, of
the harmful effects of smoking and vaping on the brain. In addition, she has been assisting in teaching
the public health curriculum to MD students.

Honours Project

Kiernan Thompson completed his Honours project in Prof Coral Gartner’s team at The University of
Queensland. In his thesis, Kiernan assessed the validity of industry claims that public policy ‘phasing
out’ tobacco retailers inadvertently intensifies domestic illicit tobacco markets. Kiernan will commence
his PhD at UQ in 2024. His research focuses on drivers and deterrents of market demand for illicit
tobacco, aimed at producing policy recommendations that minimize illicit tobacco use in Australia.

Summer Research Scholars

Two students gained valuable research experience in Prof Coral Gartner’s team as part of the 2023
UQ Summer Research Program. Julia Yamazaki worked on a systematic review of interventions to
reduce stigma associated with lung cancer and COPD. Elainor Cao analysed National Drug Strategy
Household Survey Data for her research project.

Knowledge dissemination is a key objective of the Tobacco Endgame CRE. Apart from communicating
research findings to the broader scientific community via peer-reviewed publications and conference
presentations, we use various public platforms to reach a wider audience and keep our partners and
stakeholders informed. This includes sharing relevant Centre news, activities and team updates via the
CRE website, email newsletters and social media posts on multiple platforms (Twitter/X, LinkedIn,
Mastodon, Bluesky). CRE researchers and HDR students presented several webinars, spoke on podcasts
and published 28 blog articles, which are all listed below. 

KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION 

https://employability.uq.edu.au/summer-winter-research
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/news
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Dr Heewon Kang from Seoul National University discussed
Tobacco retailer density in South Korea and its association with
cigarette, e-cigarette, and heated tobacco product use
prevalence on 6 October. 

A/Prof Ryan Courtney from the National Drug and Alcohol
Research Centre at UNSW presented Text messaging for
smoking cessation - a digital approach on 23 March.

A/Prof Natalie Walker kicked off the 2023 CRE Webinar Series
with her talk Research with impact: The evolution of research on
e-cigarettes and cytisine for smoking cessation in New Zealand
on 21 February.

Prof Ron Borland and Michael LeGrande shared Findings
from the International Tobacco Control (ITC) project relevant to
the tobacco endgame on 22 June.

Dr Alys Havard and Dr Danielle Tran from the National Drug
and Alcohol Research Centre at UNSW, shared
A multi-national study of the use, safety and effectiveness of
smoking cessation pharmacotherapies during pregnancy on
30 November. 

Tobacco Endgame CRE Webinar Series

The Tobacco Endgame CRE hosted 5 webinars throughout 2023. Recordings are available on the CRE
YouTube channel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sriJ-JATb9c&list=PLaFUnmWEwU_eRwGCYKxI1Pmv02ez7Kb2N&index=10&t=881s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sriJ-JATb9c&list=PLaFUnmWEwU_eRwGCYKxI1Pmv02ez7Kb2N&index=10&t=881s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sriJ-JATb9c&list=PLaFUnmWEwU_eRwGCYKxI1Pmv02ez7Kb2N&index=10&t=881s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Br_A8s7780U&list=PLaFUnmWEwU_eRwGCYKxI1Pmv02ez7Kb2N&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Br_A8s7780U&list=PLaFUnmWEwU_eRwGCYKxI1Pmv02ez7Kb2N&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWx_yGCZzNc&t=208s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWx_yGCZzNc&t=208s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEQqijVnMB4&t=341s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEQqijVnMB4&t=341s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEQqijVnMB4&t=341s
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/event/session/1288
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/event/session/1288
https://tobacco-endgame.centre.uq.edu.au/event/session/1288
https://www.youtube.com/@tobaccoendgameCRE/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@tobaccoendgameCRE/videos
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Prof Janet Hoek presented Imagining things otherwise:
Aotearoa New Zealand’s Tobacco Endgame as part of the
Institute for Global Tobacco Control (IGTC) monthly
Innovations in Tobacco Control lecture series at the John
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health on 9 March. A
recording is available on the IGTC YouTube channel.

On 18 April, PhD student Andrew Perusco discussed Why has
Australia failed to implement tobacco endgame policies and
what might precipitate policy adoption? This webinar was
hosted by The Australian Professional Society on Alcohol and
other Drugs’ (APSAD) Smoking Cessation Professionals
Special Interest Group (ASCO-SIG). 

External Webinars

A/Prof Gary Chan and Rebecca Mounsey presented
Vaping and young people as part of the Insight Webinar
Series on 17 May. You can watch the recording here.

Prof Janet Hoek shared New Zealand's vision and
policies for a Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 as part of the
Truth Initiative Impact Series Gamechanger: Shifting from
tobacco control to ending the industry’s influence for
good on 12 July. The panel discussed the potential of the
endgame movement, recent successes in the US and
globally, and how to advance future efforts.

Prof Geoff Fong presented Using research evidence to
advance advocacy: Examples from the International
Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project (the ITC Project)
as part of the ASH Webinar Series on 27 July. A recording is
available here.

CRE researchers and PhD students delivered 12 webinars in 2023 for various organisations and
audiences across Australia, New Zealand and the US.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s62SU4NobiA
https://vimeo.com/818959860/40cf814676
https://vimeo.com/818959860/40cf814676
https://vimeo.com/818959860/40cf814676
https://vimeo.com/818959860/40cf814676
https://vimeo.com/818959860/40cf814676
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fffL7EhYyxk
https://truthinitiative.org/impact-series/gamechanger
https://truthinitiative.org/impact-series/gamechanger
https://truthinitiative.org/impact-series/gamechanger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uErcJTP9kAY&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uErcJTP9kAY&t=5s
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How can smoking cessation interventions be effectively
integrated into a lung cancer screening program? PhD
candidate Nathan Harrison presented insights from
expert stakeholders in lung cancer screening, tobacco
control and smoking cessation at the NDARC Webinar
Series on 19 October. Watch the recording here.

Dr Carmen Lim and Brienna Rutherford presented their PhD findings
on the online landscape of substance use at the Insight Webinar
Series on 18 October. The recording is available here.

A/Prof Raglan Maddox shared Ethical practice in researching
commercial tobacco harm with Indigenous peoples at the
ASPIRE Aotearoa Webinar on 21 September.

PhD student Nathan Harrison presented The teachable moment of lung cancer screening:
Stakeholder views and significant opportunities to offer

Dr Jude Ball presented It’s the first thing you think about when
you wake up, and it’s the last thing you think about when you go
to sleep: Qualitative findings on nicotine vaping among 14-17
year olds' at the ASPIRE Aotearoa Webinar on 24 August.

Prof Coral Gartner, Prof Richard Edwards and colleagues
discussed how tobacco industry transformation should be defined
and assessed at this SRNT Virtual Event on 12 December: Tobacco
Industry Transformation – What is the current state of play?

Dr Janine Nip, Dr Jude Ball and Prof Richard Edwards
presented the latest findings on support for Smokefree policies
from Aotearoa’s ITC EASE survey (for adults) and ITC Youth &
Young Adults survey (for people aged 16-29 years old) on 14
December as part of the ASPIRE Webinar Series. 

cessation support at the APSAD Smoking Cessation
Professionals Special Interest Group Webinar on 29
August.

https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/resource/unlocking-opportunities-integrate-smoking-cessation-lung-cancer-screening-insights-expert
https://insight.qld.edu.au/training/social-substances/detail


Podcasts
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In the October episode of the Let’s talk e-cigarettes podcast, A/Prof Natalie
Walker discussed her study exploring the effectiveness of nicotine salt vapes,
cytisine, and a combination of these products, for smoking cessation in New
Zealand. 800 participants were recruited for this three-arm, pragmatic,
community-based randomised controlled trial. Results will be published in 2024. 

Prof Janet Hoek offered an evidence-based debunking of the new National-
led Government’s justifications for repealing Smokefree legislation in New
Zealand. Listen to episode 13 of the Tova podcast, Up in smoke from 30
November 2023. 

At the end of April 2025, Canada will be the first country to
require health warnings to be printed on all individual
cigarettes and little cigars. Prof Geoffrey Fong shared his
work examining the effectiveness of tobacco control policies in
this Beyond the Bulletin podcast (Episode 159), University of
Waterloo, August 2023.

PhD student Nathan Harrison talked about smoking cessation support in the
context of the proposed national lung cancer screening program, which will
commence in mid 2025. "Making sure the way in which smoking cessation support
is offered and the conversations around this are non-stigmatising is crucial to
encourage people to get involved." says Nathan. Listen to the 20PhDs in 20min
podcast episode of Einstein A Go-Go (Triple R FM) from 18 June 2023.

A/Prof Raglan Maddox discussed newly announced vaping reforms and the
Tackling Indigenous Smoking program in this Youth Jam podcast episode on 
2 May 2023.

Six CRE members commented on tobacco control topics and discussed their research on popular
podcasts in 2023, reaching a wide audience in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the UK.

Dr Joshua Trigg and other invited guests discuss the history of e-cigarette use,
its rise in use amongst children and young people, and how to support them to
kick the habit. Listen to Episode 8 - Nicotine Gone Viral: The rise of vaping
amongst young people of the Bright Psych podcast from 15 December 2023. 

https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/october-2023-natalie-walker
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/october-2023-natalie-walker
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/tova-podcast/
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/tova-podcast/
https://soundcloud.com/beyond-the-bulletin/episode-159-tobacco-control-student-relief-fund-seed-grants/s-dWjSxXuVplx?si=b8957f9f22c4472bb07bf4f3e4c066b9&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/beyond-the-bulletin/episode-159-tobacco-control-student-relief-fund-seed-grants/s-dWjSxXuVplx?si=b8957f9f22c4472bb07bf4f3e4c066b9&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://www.rrr.org.au/shared/broadcast-episode/25282/911000
https://www.rrr.org.au/shared/broadcast-episode/25282/911000
https://www.rrr.org.au/shared/broadcast-episode/25282/911000
https://www.rrr.org.au/shared/broadcast-episode/25282/911000
https://tacklingsmoking.org.au/about-the-tis-program/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7rwhiHWMCP18wlydBpzWM8
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7rwhiHWMCP18wlydBpzWM8
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7rwhiHWMCP18wlydBpzWM8
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7rwhiHWMCP18wlydBpzWM8
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/episode-8-nicotine-gone-viral-the-rise-of-vaping/id1672486967?i=1000638529431


Blog Articles

Ball J, Hoek J, Waa A, Nip J, Stanley J, Edwards R. Young New Zealanders want a tobacco-free future
- new research. Public Health Expert Briefing, 6 Dec 2023.

Bullen C. Global reputation for smokefree leadership is going up in smoke. The Post, 1 Dec 2023.

Canty R, Hefler M. "Thank you for smoking": New Aotearoa/New Zealand government ditches history-
making smoke-free plan to fund tax cuts. Tobacco Control Blog, 27 Nov 2023.

Cho A, Bayly M. Scollo M. 13.7 Avoidance and evasion of taxes on tobacco products. In Greenhalgh,
EM, Scollo, MM and Winstanley, MH [editors]. Tobacco in Australia: Facts and issues. Melbourne: Cancer
Council Victoria, Oct 2023.

Edwards R, Hoek J, Waa A. Smokefree Aotearoa – World-leading developments with profound public
health implications. Public Health Expert Briefing, 2 Mar 2023.

Edwards R, Hoek J, Waa A. What can Aotearoa NZ learn from Australia’s new vaping policies? Public
Health Expert Briefing, 5 May 2023.

Edwards R, Hoek J, Waa A, Ball J. What is happening with vaping among adolescents and young adults
in Aotearoa? Public Health Expert Briefing, 17 May 2023. 

Edwards R, Nip J, Hoek J, Waa A. Vaping prevalence and trends: Key findings in the 2022/23 NZ
Health Survey. Public Health Expert Briefing, 19 Dec 2023.

Edwards R, Waa A, Hoek J. Stubbing out democracy: No Government mandate for smokefree repeal.
Public Health Expert Briefing, 11 Dec 2023.

Fong GT, Chung-Hall J, Craig LV, Kyriakos CN. Menthol cigarette bans: Evidence for effective
regulations. WHO FCTC Knowledge Hub News, 22 Sep 2023.

Gartner C. Will the latest vaping reforms find the right balance and what will they mean for recreational
vapers? UQ Contact Magazine, 19 May 2023.

Gartner C. New government in Aotearoa/New Zealand launches attack on public health. Croakey
Health Media, 28 Nov 2023.

Harrison N. An early career researcher’s perspective of the 9th Australian Lung Cancer Conference. 
Intouch Public Health, 8 May 2023.
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CRE researchers and students published 28 blog articles in 2023, including 13 Public Health Expert
Briefings, three articles for The Conversation and two blogs for Croakey Health Media.



Heris C, Whop LJ, Kennedy M, Maddox R, Lovett R, Calma T. New funds will tackle Indigenous smoking.
But here's what else we know works for quit campaigns. The Conversation, 5 May 2023. 

Heris C, Whop LJ, Kennedy M, Maddox R, Lovett R, Calma T. Multi-pronged strategy to reduce
smoking among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Croakey Health Media, 10 May 2023.

Hoek J, Ball J, Edwards R, Graham-DeMello A. Proposals to reduce youth vaping: Important steps but a
more comprehensive approach needed. Public Health Expert Briefing, 10 Jan 2023. 

Hoek J, Ball J, Edwards R, Waa A. Do Aotearoa's new vaping regulations go far enough? Public Health
Expert Briefing, 7 June 2023.

Hoek J, Ball J, Waa A, Edwards R. Aping Aussie vaping. Newsroom, 12 May 2023. 

Hoek J, DeMello A. Why tobacco companies’ warnings about a black market are inflated - and
misleading. The Conversation, 3 May 2023.

Hoek J, Edwards R, Ball J, Wilson N, Kerr J, Graham DeMello A, Ozarka E, Hardie L, Baker M, McCool J,
Waa A. The Smokefree legislation is evidence-based, removing it is not. Public Health Expert Briefing,
30 Nov 2023.

Hoek J, Edwards R, Graham DeMello A, Waa A, Teddy L. New proposals to limit youth vaping from
Labour: Do they go far enough? Public Health Expert Briefing, 23 Aug 2023. 

Hoek J, Rowse B, Witt M, Waa A, Edwards R. The rise and rise of specialist vape stores: Time for the
Government to act. Public Health Expert Briefing, 25 July 2023. 

Maddox R, Heris C, Whop L, Kennedy M, Calma T, Lovett R. Why we must not ease up on tobacco and
nicotine control in Australia. Intouch Public Health, 9 May 2023.

Nip J, Edwards R, Ball J, Hoek J, Waa A. Smoking prevalence and trends: Key findings in the 2022/23
NZ Health Survey. Public Health Expert Briefing, 14 Dec 2023.

Perusco A, Maddox R, Gartner C. Why is the tobacco industry continuing to call the shots? Croakey
Health Media, 26 Apr 2023.

Romeo-Stuppy K, Maddox R. International Day of the world’s Indigenous peoples. Action on Smoking
and Health Blog, 8 Aug 2023.

Trigg J, Bonevski B. My teen’s vaping. What should I say? 3 expert tips on how to approach ‘the talk’.
The Conversation, 23 Jan 2023.

Wilson N, Ait Ouakrim D, Howe S, Gartner C. New study on going smokefree - Major economic gains
for NZ society with manageable costs for government. Public Health Expert Briefing, 4 Dec 2024.
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This online symposium with panel discussion from the Society for
Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) Oceania chapter on 28
April featured presentations given at the recent SRNT conference 
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in San Antonio, Texas. Speakers included Prof Coral Gartner, Prof Richard Edwards, Dr Kylie
Morphett, Dr Cheneal Puljević, Dr Kristen McCarter and Dr Driss Ait Ouakrim who presented
some of the recent research happening in our region.

The 29th Annual Meeting of the Society for Research on Nicotine and
Tobacco (SRNT) was held in San Antonio, Texas, USA 1-4 March 2023. 
CRE researchers presented a total of 62 presentations. CRE Director 
Prof Coral Gartner chaired and received a high attendance award for
the symposium ‘Access to approved and unapproved nicotine products
and smoking cessation support for general and priority populations:
Policy and clinical practice implications’. Prof Billie Bonevski received
the SRNT Service Award for her service on the Board of Directors.

SRNT 2023 Annual Meeting

SRNT Oceania Symposium

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND
WORKSHOPS

Several CRE members contributed to the
research presented at the 2023 Annual
SRNT-E Conference in London, 11-13
September. Prof Geoff Fong and

Prof Chris Bullen both chaired symposia and oral presentations on topics including current issues in
smokeless tobacco research and policy, the prevalence, equity and impact of vaping among people
with mental health conditions, and the development and implementation of smoking cessation in
novel settings.

2023 Annual SRNT-E Conference

CRE researchers presented their work at several high-profile public health and tobacco control
conferences across Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the US, Europe and Singapore, delivering
over 230 presentations and workshops. 2023 conference highlights and the full list of presentations
are provided below.

https://saxinstitute.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eiytlll-dytkhyurhh-p/
https://saxinstitute.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eiytlll-dytkhyurhh-x/
https://saxinstitute.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eiytlll-dytkhyurhh-m/
https://srnt.org/past/
https://srnt.org/past/
https://srnt.org/past/


The Collaboration for Enhanced Research Impact (CERI) hosted an online national symposium with
workshops for Early to Mid-Career Researchers and policy makers on 6-7 September 2023. Dr Kylie
Morphett and PhD student Tess Rooney were members of the symposium organising committee.
More than 200 participants attended across the events. 

PhD student Andrew Perusco discussed the barriers and challenges of a tobacco control project for
Arabic-speaking communities in Sydney’s Southwest as part of Workshop 2 ‘Co-design with clinicians
and consumers’. This session examined how co-creation and co-design between community members,
researchers and policy makers is useful for addressing complex health problems.
View the Workshop 2 recordin﻿g HERE.

Workshop 3 ‘Working with public health policy, law and regulation’ was facilitated by Dr Kylie
Morphett. Prof Janet Hoek presented a case study of public health policy in practice with the
Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 Action Plan and a shift in focus from incremental to structural change.
PhD candidate Tess Rooney shared practical tips for influencing policy in her presentation, covering
policy briefs and submissions, the importance of stories, and the power of charts and graphs.
View the Workshop 3 recording HERE.
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APSAD Scientific Drug and Alcohol Conference
The Tobacco Endgame CRE had a strong presence at this year’s APSAD Scientific Drug and Alcohol
Conference on 12-15 November in Adelaide, with CRE researchers and PhD students contributing over
40 presentations and posters, joining the Smoking Cessation Professionals Special Interest Group panel
discussion and delivering a workshop.

Keynote speaker Prof Chris Bullen
presents A tale of two countries:
Tackling tobacco across the Tasman.

Dr Josh Trigg presents South Australia’s
tobacco retail landscape and its
intersection with socioeconomic factors
and smoking prevalence.

CERI Emerging Leaders Symposium

https://preventioncentre.org.au/news/community-co-design-for-preventive-health/
https://preventioncentre.org.au/news/community-co-design-for-preventive-health/
https://preventioncentre.org.au/resources/co-design-with-clinicians-and-consumers-symposium-workshop/
https://preventioncentre.org.au/resources/co-design-with-clinicians-and-consumers-symposium-workshop/
https://preventioncentre.org.au/news/working-with-public-health-policy-law-and-regulation-for-prevention/
https://preventioncentre.org.au/resources/working-with-public-health-policy-law-and-regulation-symposium-workshop/
https://www.apsadconference.com.au/2023-conference
https://www.apsadconference.com.au/2023-conference


Ait Ouakrim D. Vaping and smoked tobacco endgame: SHINE-Tobacco policy modelling of net
benefits. Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia - Youth Vaping Workshop; Brisbane 26-27 April
2023.

Ait Ouakrim D. Modelling the potential impacts of policies limiting nicotine vaping product supply to
pharmacies or prescription-only. Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) Oceania
Symposium; online 28 April 2023. 

Ait Ouakrim D. Modelling the potential health and economic consequences of the Aotearoa New
Zealand tobacco endgame strategy. NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence on Achieving the Tobacco
Endgame - World No Tobacco Day Symposium; Brisbane 31 May 2023. 

Ait Ouakrim D, Summers J, Wilson T, Edwards R, Wilson N, Blakely T. Modelling the potential impacts
of policies limiting nicotine vaping product supply to pharmacies or prescription-only. 29th Annual
Meeting of the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023.

Asyary A. Smoking behavior and cigarette expenditure in a household - Evidence for smoke‑free houses
initiation in Indonesia. NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence on Achieving the Tobacco Endgame -
World No Tobacco Day Symposium; Brisbane 31 May 2023. 

Austin EK, Jackson MA, Dunlop AJ, Wright K, Shui A, Li A, V Sathasivam, Bonevski B, Kypri K. Vaping to
quit smoking: Qualitative study of people receiving opioid agonist treatment. Australasian Professional
Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) Conference 2023; Adelaide 12-15 November 2023. 

Baliunas D, Voci S, Selby P, de Oliveira C, Kurdyak P, Rosella L, Zawertailo L, Fu L, Sutradhar R.
Incidence of chronic disease following smoking cessation treatment: A matched cohort study using
linked routinely collected healthcare data in Ontario, Canada. 29th Annual Meeting of the Society for
Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Ball J. Youth19 findings on young people’s worries about their substance use, and desire to cut
down/quit. ASPIRE Aotearoa Research Symposium; 23 May 2023. 

Ball J. "It's not a joke anymore because we started upping the nicotine": Adolescent vaping experiences
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Trigg J, Ela O, Bowden JA, Bartram A, Bonevski B. Vaping harms awareness messaging: Exploring young
South Australians' responses to vaping prevention campaign materials. Australasian Professional Society
on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) Conference 2023; Adelaide 12-15 November 2023. 

Trigg J, Hall A, Signy H, Lee K. A national collaboration of CREs for networking, collaboration and
communication in prevention. Preventive Health Conference (PHC); Adelaide 2-4 May 2023. 

Trigg J, Rich JL, Williams E, Gartner C, Guillaumier A, Bonevski B. Perspectives on limiting tobacco
access and supporting access to nicotine vaping products among clients of residential drug and alcohol
treatment services in Australia. Australasian Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD)
Conference 2023; Adelaide 12-15 November 2023. 

Vaneckova P, Wade S, Caruana M, Ngo P, Behar Harpaz S, Sarich P, Luo Q, Goldsbury D, Cheng E, Yu
XQ, Barron K, Yap ML, Grogan P, Banks E, Fong K, Marshall H, Karikios D, Rankin N, Cressman S,
Tammemagi M, McWilliams A, Weber M, Canfell K. A protocol for modelled evaluations to maximise the
long-term health and economic gains of lung cancer interventions in Australia: The LEAPp program.
Australian Lung Cancer Conference; Gold Coast 15-17 February 2023. 

Vu G. Impact of smoking on the youth brain. National Centre for Youth Substance Use Research
(NCYSUR) Symposium 2023; Brisbane 28 April 2023. 

Vu GT, Stjepanović D, Sun T, Leung J, Qiu Y, Hall W, Chan G. A systematic review and meta-analysis
of the relationship between smoking and intelligence measures. National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
International Forum; online 8-9 June 2023 

Vu GT, Stjepanović D, Sun T, Leung J, Qiu Y, Thai P, Connor JP, Gartner C, Hall WD, Chan GCK. A
systematic review and meta-analysis of the relationship between smoking and intelligence measures.
Australasian Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) Conference 2023; Adelaide 12-15
November 2023. 
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Waa A. Ka Mua, Ka Muri - Walking backwards into the future. 29th Annual Meeting of the Society for
Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Waa A. The Smokefree Aotearoa 2021 action plan: A Māori perspective. 29th Annual Meeting of the
Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Waa AM. Eliminating smoking inequities by pursuing an end for commercial tobacco: The experience of
New Zealand Māori. 29th Annual Meeting of the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT);
San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Walker N, Brown J, Kemper J, Laking G, Lang B, Nosa V, Palmer A, Parag V, Rahimi M, Shahab L, Bullen
C. Strategies to quit nicotine vaping in current and ex-vapers in New Zealand. 29th Annual Meeting of
the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Xu S, Meng G, Gravely S, Quah ACK, Ouimet J, Yoshimi I, Katanoda K, Takahiro T, Cummings KM, Hyland
A, Fong GT. Changes in cigarette and total tobacco consumption among smokers who did and did not
initiate heated tobacco products: Findings from the 2018-2019 ITC Japan surveys. 29th Annual Meeting
of the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Xu S, Seo HG, Yan M, Gravely S, Quah A, Lee S, Lee S, Kim SY, Cho S-I, Kim Y, O'Connor R, Goniewicz
M, Fong G. Changes in nicotine vaping product device preferences and smoking and vaping behaviors
among adults in South Korea after JUUL and KT&G stopped selling pre-filled cartridges: Findings from
the 2020-2021 ITC Korea surveys. 29th Annual Meeting of the Society for Research on Nicotine and
Tobacco (SRNT); San Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 

Yamazaki J, Harrison NJ, Marshall H, Gartner CE, Morphett K. Stigma-reducing interventions for
lung cancer and other smoking-related respiratory diseases: A systematic review. 2023 World
Conference on Lung Cancer (WCLC); Singapore 9-12 September 2023. 

Yong H, Borland R, Cummings M, Gravely S, Fong G. What characterises people who smoke who hold
inaccurate beliefs about the harmfulness of nicotine replacement therapy relative to cigarette smoking
in Canada, United States, England and Australia: Findings from the 2020 ITC Four Country Smoking and
Vaping Survey. 29th Annual Meeting of the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT); San
Antonio 1-4 March 2023. 
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SELECTED TALKS, SEMINARS AND
COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

Fong GT. What's happening with heated tobacco products in Japan? Findings from the ITC Japan
project. WHO Global Consultation on Novel and Emerging Nicotine and Tobacco Products.

Gartner C. An overview of vaping. Alcohol and Drug Foundation (ADF). 

Gartner C. The NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence on Achieving the Tobacco Endgame. Drug
Awareness, Rehabilitation & Management (ARM), National Policy Council.

Gartner C, Marshall H. Vaping what's the harm? UQ Cheese and Chats at The Atrium.

Gartner C, Morphett K. An overview of nicotine vaping products for smoking cessation - current
regulations and proposed changes. Metro South Health, Medical Meeting Vaping Special.

Gartner C, Morphett K, Puljević C, Meciar I. Development of a monitoring and evaluation framework
for tobacco reduction reforms. Queensland Health Workshop.

Hammond D. Trends in vaping among youth in Canada, England, and the US: Patterns of use, vaping
products, and indicators of dependence. United States Health and Human Services, Tobacco Control
Steering Committee.

Harrison N. Maximising impact from research. Health Translation SA / Centre for Health in All Policies
Research Translation (CHiAPRT), Policy Partnerships Masterclass. 

Harrison N. Stigma-reducing interventions for lung cancer and other smoking-related respiratory
diseases: A systematic review. Best Practice Nordic, MEDtalk 2023.

Hoek J, Muthumala C, Fenton E, Garter C, Petrovic Van der Deen F. Pharmacists’ views on the logistics
and ethics of supplying tobacco as an endgame initiative. Bioethics seminar. 

Hoek J, Waa A, Edwards R. State of Public Health. Public lecture.

Hoek J. Should we appeal to the heart or the head? Exploring vaping prevention promotions. University
of Otago, Hands-On Science Programme. 
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Apart from presenting their work at national and international conferences, CRE researchers delivered
research seminars and community workshops and prepared presentations for forums and meetings for
various audiences and stakeholders, including fellow researchers, public health organisations, policy
makers and the general public. A selection of these talks is provided below. 



Maddox R, Kennedy M. National TIS (Tackling Indigenous Smoking) Workshop. Larrakia Country
Darwin.

Morphett K. Vaping: Regulations and current evidence. Queensland Mental Health Clinical
Collaborative, Alcohol and other Drugs (AOD) Forum. 

Perusco A. The Tobacco Endgame: Why hasn't Australia phased out the commercial supply of tobacco
products? What might precipitate policy reform? Smiths Alternative. 

Puljevic C. Should we be concerned about Australia's growing illicit tobacco market? UQ Centre for
Health Services, Research Seminar Series. 

Puljevic C. Should we be concerned about Australia's growing illicit tobacco market? UQ School of
Public Health, Research Seminar Series. 

Stockings E. How to talk to teens about vaping. Association of Independent Schools NSW (AISNSW),
Workshop. 

Stockings E. Overview of prevention activities at The Matilda Centre. NSW Health, E-cigarettes and
Young People Meeting. 

Stockings E. Overview of vaping activities at The Matilda Centre. University of Sydney, School of
Dentistry Meeting. 

Stockings E. Vaping among young Aboriginal people. Asthma Australia, Key Thinkers Forum. 

Stockings E, Maddox R, Kennedy M. Responses to vaping in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities workshop. Matilda Centre, University of Sydney and Djurali Centre, Macquarie University.

Vu G. A systematic review and meta-analysis of the relationship between smoking and intelligence
measures. UQ School of Psychology, HDR Day. 

Walker N. Vaping cessation: Trial research in the context of tobacco and vaping policy. Flinders Health
and Medical Research Institute (FHMRI), Healthy Communities Seminar Series. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Below we list relevant publications from our Tobacco Endgame CRE researchers and PhD students
published in 2023. CRE authors are highlighted in bold.

Abramson MJ, Weeks G, Gobarani R, Bonevski B, Webb A, Thomas D, Paul E, Sarwar R, Smith B,
Perinpanathan S, Kirsa S, Parkinson J, Meanger D, Coward L, Rofe O, Lee P, Van Den Bosch D, George
J. RCT Abstract - Varenicline and nicotine replacement therapy for smokers admitted to hospitals: A
randomized, placebo-controlled trial. Eur Respir J, 2023 Oct 27, 62(Suppl 67): RCT4796.
doi:10.1183/13993003.congress-2023.RCT4796

Ait Ouakrim D, Wilson T, Howe S, Clarke P, Gartner CE, Wilson N, Blakely T. Economic effects for
citizens and the government of a country-level tobacco endgame strategy: A modelling study. Tob
Control, 2023 Nov 29. doi: 10.1136/tc-2023-058131

Ait Ouakrim D, Wilson T, Waa A, Maddox R, Andrabi H, Mishra SR, Summers JA, Gartner CE, Lovett
R, Edwards R, Wilson N, Blakely T. Tobacco endgame intervention impacts on health gains and
Māori:non-Māori health inequity: A simulation study of the Aotearoa/New Zealand Tobacco Action
Plan. Tob Control, 2023 Jan 10. doi: 10.1136/tc-2022-057655

Anandan AS, Leung J, Chan GCK, Sun T, Connor JP, Hall WD, Stjepanović D. Common adverse events
of electronic cigarettes compared with traditional nicotine replacement therapies: A systematic review
and meta-analysis. Drug Alcohol Rev, 2023 May 02. doi: 10.1111/dar.13674

Asyary A, Veruswati M. Smoking behavior and cigarette expenditure in a household: Evidence for
smoke-free houses initiation in Indonesia. Int J Prev Med, 2023 Jan 25. doi: 10.4103/ijpvm.ijpvm_113_21

Baker AL, McCarter K, Turner A, Segan C, Castle D, Brophy L, Borland R, Kelly PJ, Bonevski B, Baird D,
Filia S, Attia J, Szwec S, Palazzi K, White SL, Williams JM, Wrobel AL, Ireland A, Saxby K, Ghijben P, Petrie
D, Sweeney R. ‘Quitlink’: Outcomes of a randomised controlled trial of peer researcher facilitated
referral to a tailored quitline tobacco treatment for people receiving mental health services. Aust N Z J
Psychiatry, 2023 June 23. doi:10.1177/00048674231181039

Baliunas D, Voci S, Selby P, de Oliveira C, Kurdyak P, Rosella L, Zawertailo L, Fu L, Sutradhar R.
Incidence of chronic disease following smoking cessation treatment: A matched cohort study using
linked administrative healthcare data in Ontario, Canada. PLoS ONE, 2023 July 26.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0288759

Ball J, Zhang J, Stanley J, Boden J, Waa A, Hammond D, Edwards R. Early‐onset smoking and vaping
of cannabis: Prevalence, correlates and trends in New Zealand 14–15‐year‐olds. Drug Alcohol Rev, 2023
Jan 16. doi.org/10.1111/dar.13597
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Ball J, Zhang J, Stanley J, Waa A, Crengle S, Edwards R. Addressing intergenerational inequity in
tobacco-harm: What helps children of smokers to remain non-smokers? Nicotine Tob Res, 2023 Aug 16.
doi: 10.1093/ntr/ntad148

Barnes C, Yoong SL, Stockings E, Bialek C, Wolfenden L. The need for an evidence surveillance system
to inform the public health response to e-cigarette use in youth. Aust NZ J Public Health, 2023 June, 47
(3): 100060. doi.org/10.1016/j.anzjph.2023.100060

Barrett EM, Thurber KA, Learnihan V, Lovett R, Thandrayen J, Thomas DP, Colonna E, Banks E, Maddox
R. Estimating population coverage of Tackling Indigenous Smoking teams, a placed-based health
intervention in Australia. Aust NZ J Public Health, 2023 Feb, 47 (1): 100012.
doi.org/10.1016/j.anzjph.2022.100012

Bendotti H, Ireland D, Lawler S, Oates D, Gartner C, Marshall H. Introducing Quin: The design and
development of a prototype chatbot to support smoking cessation. Nicotine Tob Res, 2023 Nov 04.
doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntad217

Bendotti H, Lawler S, Chan GCK, Gartner C, Ireland D, Marshall HM. Conversational artificial
intelligence interventions to support smoking cessation: A systematic review and meta-analysis. DIGITAL
HEALTH, 2023 Nov 03. doi.org/10.1177/20552076231211634

Bendotti H, Lawler S, Gartner C, Ireland D, Marshall HM. Smoking cessation counseling in practice:
A qualitative analysis of Quitline conversations in Queensland, Australia. Health Educ Behav, 2023 Oct
17. doi: 10.1177/10901981231206068

Berridge V, Fairchild AL, Morphett K, Gartner C, Hall W, Bayer R. Introduction: Before E-Cigarettes -
The pre-history of public health, tobacco and nicotine in the UK, Australia and the US. In: Berridge V,
Bayer R, Fairchild AL, Hall W (eds) E-Cigarettes and the Comparative Politics of Harm Reduction (pp 1-
21). Palgrave Macmillan: Cham, Switzerland, 2023 May 31. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-23658-7_1

Berridge V, Fairchild AL, Morphett K, Gartner C, Hall W, Bayer R. Conclusion: Why did the UK, US and
Australia have different e-cigarette policies? In: Berridge V, Bayer R, Fairchild AL, Hall W (eds) E-
Cigarettes and the Comparative Politics of Harm Reduction (pp 121-137). Palgrave Macmillan: Cham,
Switzerland, 2023 May 31. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-23658-7_5

Blank ML, Hoek J. E-cigarette flavours and vaping as a social practice: Implications for tobacco
control. Crit Public Health, 2023 June 20. doi:10.1080/09581596.2023.2226806

Blank ML, Hoek J. Smoking, vaping and drinking: A qualitative analysis of Aotearoa New Zealand young
adults who tried e-cigarettes to stop smoking tobacco. Addiction, 2023 Dec 19.
doi.org/10.1111/add.16413
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Bonney A, Brodersen J, Siersma V, See K, Fong K, Lam S, Steinfort D, Marshall H, Irving L, Li J, Pang S,
Lin L, Fogarty P, Brims F, Mcwilliams A, Stone E, Manser R. Psychosocial consequences of lung cancer
screening; early results from the Australian International Lung Screen Trial (ILST) cohort. Eur Respir J,
2023 Oct 27. doi: 10.1183/13993003.congress-2023.PA1120

Bullen C, Laking G, Walker N. Comment on ‘How should nicotine vaping be regulated in Australia’
Mendelson et al. Drug Alcohol Rev, 2023 May 09. doi.org/10.1111/dar.13665

Chen DTH, Nargis N, Fong GT, Huq SM, Quah ACK, Filippidisa FT. A longitudinal study of transitions
between smoking and smokeless tobacco use from the ITC Bangladesh surveys: Implications for
tobacco control in the Southeast Asia region. The Lancet Regional Health - Southeast Asia, 2023 Apr
12. doi.org/10.1016/j.lansea.2023.100185

Chen DTH, Nargis N, Fong GT, Huq SM, Quah ACK, Filippidisa FT. Perceptions and reasons for quitting
and transitioning between smoking and smokeless tobacco products: Findings from four waves of the
ITC Bangladesh survey. Tob Induc Dis, 2023 Feb 21. doi:10.18332/tid/159137

Cho A, Scollo M, Chan G, Driezen P, Hyland A, Shang C, Gartner CE. Tobacco purchasing in Australia
during regular tax increases: Findings from the International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project.
Tob Control, 2023 Aug 31. doi:10.1136/tc-2023-058130

Chung-Hall J, Craig LV, Kyriakos CN, Fong GT. U.S. Food and Drug Administration must ban menthol
cigarettes without delay: Lessons from other countries. Am J Prev Med, 2023 Aug 07.
doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2023.08.001

Chung-Hall J, Fong GT, Meng G, Craig LV. Illicit cigarette purchasing after implementation of menthol
cigarette bans in Canada: Findings from the 2016–2018 ITC Four Country Smoking and Vaping Surveys.
Tob Control, 2023 Jan 06. doi: 10.1136/tc-2022-057697

Cohen JE, Gartner C, Edwards R, Hammond D. Australia tightens its prescription-only regulation of e-
cigarettes. BMJ, 2023 June 6. doi.org/10.1136/bmj.p1216 

Connor JP, Leung J, Chan GCK, Stjepanović D. Seeking order in patterns of polysubstance use. Curr 
Opin Psychiatry, 2023 July, 36(4): 263-268. doi: 10.1097/YCO.0000000000000881

Crosland P, Scollo M, White SL, McCaffrey N. Cost-effectiveness and productivity impacts of call-back
telephone counselling for smoking cessation. Public Health Res Pract, 2023 Dec 6.
doi.org/10.17061/phrp33232306

Dodd RH, Sharman AR, McGregor D, Stone E, Donnelly C, De Abreu Lourenco R, Marshall H, Rankin
NM. Education messages and strategies to inform the public, potential screening candidates and
healthcare providers about lung cancer screening: A systematic review. Prev Med, 2023 Feb 26.
doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2023.107459
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Edwards R. Creating a virtuous circle for population tobacco control interventions and research.
Nicotine Tob Res, 2023 Sep 06. doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntad153

Edwards R, Bullen C, Hoek J, Tukuitonga C, Waa A, Walker N. Public health vandalism: New
Government scraps world-leading smokefree legislation. NZ Med J, 2023 Dec 15, 136: 1587. 

Edwards R, Thomas L, Stanley J, Hoek J. New Zealand adolescents’ responses to plain packaging and
new pictorial warning labels: Repeat cross-sectional survey analysis. Aust NZ J Public Health, 2023 Aug,
47(4): 100066. doi.org/10.1016/j.anzjph.2023.100066

Erku D, Yigzaw N, Tegegn H, Gartner CE, Scuffham PA, Garedew YT, Shambel E. Framing, moral
foundations and health taxes: Interpretive analysis of Ethiopia’s tobacco excise tax policy passage.
BMJ Global Health, 2023 Oct 09. doi:10.1136/ bmjgh-2023-012058

Evans-Reeves K, Canty R. Worldwide news and comment. Tob Control, 2023 Dec 13. doi.org/10.1136/tc-
2023-058499

Fairman RT, Cho YJ, Popova L, Cummings KM, Smith TT, Fong GT, Gravely S, Borland R, McNeill A,
Gartner C, Morphett K, Thrasher JF. Support for nicotine reduction in cigarettes: Findings from the
2016 and 2020 ITC Four Country Smoking and Vaping Surveys. Tob Control, 2023 Dec 08.
doi:10.1136/tc-2023-058128

Freeman B, Jongenelis MI, Maddox R. Australia: Reclaiming tobacco and e-cigarette control
leadership. Health Promot Int, 2023 July 28. doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daad078

Freitas-Lemos R, Tegge AN, Tomlinson DC, Yeh YH, Stein JS, Cummings KM, Fong GT, Shields PG,
Hatsukami DK, Bickel WK. Illegal product purchasing in the experimental tobacco marketplace: Effects
of menthol cigarette and cigarette ventilation ban. Drug Alcohol Depend, 2023 Oct 31.
doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2023.111015

Fu M, Castellano Y, Tigova O, Driezen P, Thompson ME, Kaai SC, Quah ACK, Fong GT, Vardavas CI,
Fernández E. ITC EUREST-PLUS España: Protocolo de un estudio longitudinal de fumadores en España
[ITC EUREST-PLUS Spain: Protocol of a longitudinal study of smokers in Spain]. Gac Sanit, 2023 May
27. doi:10.1016/j.gaceta.2023.102307

Fu M, Castellano Y, Tigova O, Kaai SC, Quah ACK, Vardavas CI, Fong GT, Fernández E. Support for
smoke-free regulation in private and public places: Findings from the 2021 ITC EUREST-PLUS Spain
Survey. Tob Prev Cessation, 2023, 9(Supplement): A106. doi:10.18332/tpc/162794

Gardner LA, Rowe AL, Stockings E, Champion KE, Hides L, McBride N, Allsop S, O'Dean S, Sunderland
M, Lee YY, Mihalopoulos C, Freeman B, Leung J, McRobbie H, Stapinski L, Lee N, Thornton L, Debenham
J, Teesson M, Newton NC. Study protocol of the Our Futures Vaping Trial: A cluster randomised
controlled trial of a school-based eHealth intervention to prevent e-cigarette use among adolescents.
BMC Public Health, 2023 Apr 12. doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-15609-8
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Gartner C. How do you solve a problem like youth vaping? Drug Alcohol Rev, 2023 May 09.
doi.org/10.1111/dar.13666

Gartner C, Perusco A, Puljević C, Morphett K, Hefler M. International progress toward a commercial
tobacco endgame is an opportunity for advancing tobacco control in Australia. Aust NZ Public Health,
2023 Apr, 47(2): 100029. doi.org/10.1016/j.anzjph.2023.100029

Geboers C, Candel MJJM, Nagelhout GE, de Vries H, van den Putte B, Fong GT, Willemsen MC.
Smokers’ strategies to reduce tobacco spending after a major tobacco tax increase: Findings from the
2020 International Tobacco Control (ITC) Netherlands Survey, Tob Prev Cessation, 2023.
9(Supplement): A2. doi:10.18332/tpc/162399

Geboers C, Candel MJJM, Nagelhout GE, de Vries H, van den Putte B, Fong GT, Willemsen MC.
Smokers’ strategies to reduce tobacco spending: Self-reported use and differences across subgroups.
Findings from the International Tobacco Control (ITC) Netherlands Survey. BMC Public Health, 2023 Apr
21. doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-15678-9

Gendall P, Hoek J. Regulating flavours and flavour delivery technologies: An analysis of menthol
cigarettes and RYO tobacco in Aotearoa New Zealand. Tob Control, 2023 Mar 07. doi: 10.1136/tc-
2022-057823

Goulette MR, Gravely S, Xu SS, Meng G, Quah ACK, Lee S, Cho S, Kim Y, Lim S, Bansal-Travers M,
Hyland A, Fong GT, Seo HG. Perceptions of harmfulness of heated tobacco and nicotine vaping
products compared to cigarettes, and the association of advertising exposure on harm perceptions
among adults who smoke in South Korea: Cross-sectional findings from the 2020 ITC Korea survey. Tob
Induc Dis, 2023 Sep 21. doi:10.18332/tid/170252

Graham-DeMello A, Hoek J. How do people who smoke perceive a tobacco retail outlet reduction
policy in Aotearoa New Zealand? A qualitative analysis. Tob Control, 2023 Jan 31. doi: 10.1136/tc-
2022-057834

Graham-DeMello A, Hoek J, Drew J. How do underage youth access e-cigarettes in settings with
minimum age sales restriction laws? A scoping review. BMC Public Health, 2023 Sep 18.
doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-16755-9

Gravely S, Driezen P, McClure EA, Smith DM, Fong GT. Prevalence of depressive symptoms and
cannabis use among adult cigarette smokers in Canada: Cross-sectional findings from the 2020
International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project Canada Smoking and Vaping Survey. CMAJ
Open, 2023 June 13. doi: 10.9778/cmajo.20220081

Gravely S, Driezen P, Shahab L, McClure EA, Hyland A, Cummings KM, East KA, Chan GCK, Walsh H,
Benowitz NL, Gartner CE, Fong GT, Quah ACK, Smith DM. Associations of cannabis use, high-risk
alcohol use, and depressive symptomology with motivation and attempts to quit cigarette smoking
among adults: Findings from the 2020 ITC Four Country Smoking and Vaping Survey. Int J Ment Health
Addiction, 2023 Dec 14. doi.org/10.1007/s11469-023-01214-8
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Gravely S, Meng G, Hammond D, Driezen P, Thrasher JF, Fong GT, Craig LV, Chung-Hall J, Quah ACK,
Ouimet J, Bansal-Travers, M, Cummings KM. Support for pictorial health warning labels on cigarette
packages in the United States among adults who currently smoke or quit smoking: Findings from the ITC
US Smoking and Vaping Surveys. Tob Induc Dis, 2023 June, 21: 84. doi:10.18332/tid/166001

Gravely S, Yong HH, Reid JL, East KA, Liber AC, Cummings KM, Quah ACK, Fong GT, Hammond D. An
examination of quitting smoking as a reason for vaping by the type of nicotine vaping device used most
often among adults who smoke and vape: Findings from the Canada, England and the United States
2020 ITC Smoking and Vaping Survey. Prev Med Rep, 2023 Apr 11.
doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2023.102201

Guillaumier A, Tzelepis F, Paul C, Passey M, Oldmeadow C, Handley T, McCarter K, Twyman L, Baker
AL, Reakes K, Hastings P, Bonevski B. Outback Quit Pack: Feasibility trial of outreach smoking cessation
for people in rural, regional, and remote Australia. Health Promot J Austr, 2023 Nov 15.
doi.org/10.1002/hpja.827

Haklar I, Stephens J, Bowden J, Trigg J. Vaping industry participation standards in health organizations:
An exploratory policy content analysis. Health Promot Int, 2023 Nov 08.
doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daad146

Hall W, Gartner C, Morphett K. How has the brain disease model of addiction contributed to tobacco
control? Drug Alcohol Depend, 2023 Nov 20. doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2023.111033

Hammond D, Reid JL. Trends in vaping and nicotine product use among youth in Canada, England and
the USA between 2017 and 2022: Evidence to inform policy. Tob Control, 2023 Nov 08. doi:10.1136/tc-
2023-058241

Hefler M. Tobacco Control: A finite project with the end on the horizon. Tob Control, 2023 Dec 13.
doi.org/10.1136/tc-2023-058514

Hefler M, Durkin SJ, Cohen JE, Henriksen L, O’Connor R, Barnoya J, Hill SR, Malone RE. New policy of
people-first language to replace ‘smoker’, ‘vaper’ ‘tobacco user’ and other behaviour-based labels. Tob
Control, 2023 Feb 20. doi.org/10.1136/tc-2023-057950

Hefler M, Malone RE. Short-term dollars at what cost? Repealing New Zealand’s Smokefree Aotearoa
2025 plan would sacrifice lives and longer-term economic gain. Tob Control, 2023 Dec 05.
doi:10.1136/tc-2023-058535

Heris CL, Cutmore M, Chamberlain C, Smith N, Simpson V, Sherriff S, Wright D, Slater K, Eades S. Don’t
follow the smoke - Listening to the tobacco experiences and attitudes of urban Aboriginal adolescents
in the Study of Environment on Aboriginal Resilience and Child Health (SEARCH). Int J Environ Res
Public Health, 2023 Mar 04. doi.org/10.3390/ijerph20054587

Hill S, Chaiton M, Edwards R. Tobacco industry ‘transformation’ – the current state of play. Nicotine Tob
Res, 2023 Sept 21. doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntad181
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Hoek J, Graham-DeMello A, Wilson N. Perceptions of illicit tobacco sources following a proposed
reduction in tobacco availability: A qualitative analysis of New Zealanders who smoke. Nicotine Tob
Res, 2023 Mar 04. doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntad034

Hoek J, Muthumala C, Fenton E, Gartner CE, Petrović-van der Deen FS. New Zealand community
pharmacists’ perspectives on supplying smoked tobacco as an endgame initiative: A qualitative
analysis. Tob Control, 2023 Nov 08. doi:10.1136/tc-2023-058126

Hoek J, Rowse B. Point-of-sale displays: A comparison of tobacco and vaping product retail strategies.
Tob Control, 2023 Oct 12. doi:10.1136/tc-2023-058211

Howden-Chapman, Bennett J, Edwards R, Jacobs D, Nathan K, Ormandy D. Review of the impact of
housing quality on inequalities in health and wellbeing. Annu Rev Public Health, 2023 Apr, 44: 233-
254. doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-071521-111836

Howe S, Ait Ouakrim D, Blakely T, Gartner CE. The Australian Government's new vaping policy should
be part of a larger plan towards tobacco endgame. Med J Aust 2023 Dec 26.
doi.org/10.5694/mja2.52197

Ingram I, Deane FP, Baker AL, Townsend CJ, Collins CE, Callister R, Chenhall R, Ivers R, Kelly PJ. The
health of people attending residential treatment for alcohol and other drug use: Prevalence of and risks
for major lifestyle diseases. Drug Alcohol Rev, 2023 Sep 16. doi.org/10.1111/dar.13752

Jackson M, Brown A, Baker A, Bonevski B, Haber P, Bonomo Y, Blandthorn J, Attia J, Perry N, Barker D,
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